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Changes to 19-6.2 landscaping, buffering, screening
The ordinance for landscaping, buffering
and screening ensures that new
developments have a good quality
landscape design which is aesthetic,
affordable, and sustainable.
The changes adopt industry standard
best practices, require greater species
diversity, allow greater choice in species
selection, allow for more naturalized
design patterns, and encourage lowimpact-development opportunities for
storm water mitigation.
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Changes to 19-6.2 landscaping, buffering, screening
19-6.2.1 General
• (E) Installation of Plant Material
• Updated to reflect ANSI A300 standards
• (F) Maintenance
• Update to reflect ANSI A300 standards
• (G) Species Variety
• Added shrub species variety requirements
• Tree varieties was already in the ordinance

What we don’t want
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Changes to 19-6.2 landscaping, buffering, screening
19-6.2.2 Landscaping requirements
• (A) General
• Improved plant selection types for screening
• Encourage natural dispersion and spacing
• (C) Street Trees
• Removed the list of approved street trees
• Left intact the list of disallowed street trees
• (D) Interior Parking Lot Landscaping
• Reduced planting bed size to reflect parking lot
geometries
• Reduced minimum spacing to allow tree
clustering
• Disallowed non-shade columnar species in
parking lots
• Encouraged LID storm water principles

What we do want
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Changes to 19-6.2 landscaping, buffering, screening
19-6.2.3 Buffering and screening requirements
• Permitted Screening Materials
• Removed the list of approved shrubs, in favor of
greater diversity

19-6.2.4 Street Buffer Yards
• Standardized maintenance to ANSI A300
• Protected SCDOT site lines
• Added screening for ground-level mechanical to new
residential visible from public ROW
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Highlights of 19-6.3 tree protection and replacement
The ordinance for tree protection and
replacement is design to stop and reverse the
decline of Greenville’s tree canopy.
The burden for replacement is placed upon
new commercial or residential development
who may be removing trees as part of new
construction.
The goal is not to halt or slow development
but to encourage more ecologically
responsive design.
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Highlights of 19-6.3 tree protection and replacement
19-6.3.1 General
• (A) Applicability
• Nonresidential, multifamily
development, single family infill,
subdivision, parking structures, new
public roads
• (B) Exemptions
• Developed existing single family lots
provided the owner acquires title to
the development prior to June 30,
2021
• Removal of dead, diseased, or fallen
trees that are found to pose a risk to
the public health, safety, and welfare
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Highlights of 19-6.3 tree protection and replacement
19-6.3.2 Tree Protection and Replacement
• New Trees for Developments
• 1 tree will be required for every 2,000sf
of new development. Current is 1/3,000.
This amounts to a 1/3rd increase in new
trees in order to regrow the canopy we
have lost due to development
• Greater species diversification is
encouraged
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Highlights of 19-6.3 tree protection and replacement
19-6.3.2 Tree Protection and Replacement
• Tree Removals
• Removed trees over 6” are to be saved or
mitigated at a 1:1 diameter ratio (excluding SF)
• Existing healthy non-invasive trees may be used
for mitigation
• A fee-in-lieu-of of $50 per caliper-inch may be
used in place of planting new mitigation trees.
• A cap of $25,000 per acre is placed on all projects
• Fees are to be used solely for city to purchase
and install new trees on public R/W, or to
purchase property for new tree plantings, to
maintain existing trees on public R/W, or for
administrative costs related to the above
• Existing SF owners are EXEMPT

This rate is based on the National Tree
Benefit Calculator, which averages the
annual cost savings based on energy
savings, storm water infrastructure
savings, particulate matter removal,
carbon sequestering, and average
increase in property value.
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Highlights of 19-6.3 tree protection and replacement
19-6.3.2 Tree Protection and Replacement
• Heritage Trees
• Defined as a tree 20” within buffers and
setbacks or 40” anywhere within the property.
(Currently 20” within setbacks and buffers on
all properties excluding SF)
• Removal would incur the same 1:1
replacement burden, plus $45 per caliper inch
fine.
• Existing SF home owners are EXEMPT.
• Diseased, dead, or dangerous trees are
exempt.
• Mandatory Ordinance review every two years to
ascertain effectiveness
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Questions
Staff will be answering
questions submitted on-line,
prior to opening the floor

