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* Community engagement and participation are critical to achieving sustainability goals.
What can the City do to help promote sustainability efforts and engagement in the
community? Rate the examples below based on your level of support for each item.
Mostly

Strongly

Neutral

Support

Support

8%

11%

24%

54%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

1%

3%

6%

26%

65%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

2%

2%

7%

20%

69%

focused organizations with

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

neighborhoods to share information

Support

Support

Support

Support

d. Host sustainability networking and

3%

5%

17%

32%

43%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

4%

5%

16%

31%

43%

competitions, like a recycling challenge,

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

to promote sustainability efforts

Support

Support

2%

3%

8%

sustainability information on the City's

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

website

Support

Support

a. Conduct sustainability educational
workshops in the community

b. Provide volunteer and community
service opportunities

c. Connect existing sustainability-

open house events.

e. Conduct friendly neighborhood-based

f. Provide educational resources and
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g. Publish a monthly e-newsletter with
sustainability updates and tips

h. Other (please specify below)

Do Not

Somewhat

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Neutral

Support

Support

3%

3%

16%

25%

52%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

12%

1%

42%

4%

42%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

332 respondents
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Nada.
18 days ago

Promote the use of native plants and trees, including education, resources, incentives, and legislation
to boost use of natives and *ban* sale of invasive species. Suggestions don’t work.
The goal is not to rip nonnative plants out of our yards and public spaces (unless they are invasive), but
rather to *add* native plants.
Also, downtown Greenville, Falls Park, and city and county facilities should be required to use a certain
percentage of native plants in their landscaping.
Additionally, highly visible areas such as Main Street downtown and perhaps Falls Park should provide
(discrete) signage for native plants and a outdoor display with key points about the massive benefits of
using native plants and trees. (Such as the Max Heller display on the north end of downtown on Main
Street a few years ago—maybe it’s still there.)
Have design contests for landscaping with native plants.
Explain the role of native plants in supporting the caterpillars needed by our songbirds to feed their
young.
And as much as I wish that people would just stop moving to Greenville already, this will make the city
more attractive.
[This question has a bizarrely confusing format—you are supposed to rate your agreement with a blank
box. You’re going to lose people here—they’ll just exit and not finish the survey. *it’s got to be user
friendly*. This is a very basic component of effective surveys.
18 days ago

In the words of Mary Poppins, "In every job that must be done, there is an element of fun!" People get
on-board with things that families can enjoy together--especially for the children. Have a kids workshop
with fun themes about gardening or composting that families can do together. The adults can learn
alongside the children while making great memories together.
19 days ago
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Provide workshops &/or lesson plans to help educators integrate the importance of sustainability into
their lessons. Provide more nuanced outreach tailored to each neighborhood. i.e. An majority white
affluent neighborhood has very different needs & wants, compared to a more working class minority
neighborhood. The latter's voice tends to be unheard &/or dismissed due to variety of reasons.
19 days ago

Implement a city/county composting program. Composting reduces greenhouse gasses and its
something easy that anyone can do especially if there is a program in place for people who don’t have
yards. Also, educate people about the use of yard chemicals and drain off into our waterways. Maybe
partner with Clemson and the adopt a stream program to get community more involved. Run litter
campaigns/education. The amount of trash that ends up in our waterways is really disturbing. Make it
harder for people to cut down healthy trees. We need laws in place about removing trees. We need to
protect our trees! Implement better recycling programs. Maybe partner with some local independent
companies like Bricolage Dynamics for glass recycling. Plant more local native plants in city parks and
businesses. Mindful landscaping practices that include pollinator gardens. Encourage residents to do
the same. Implement some permaculture practices as well to help with erosion control and
landscaping. There are so many “little” things that can be done that add up to big differences. Let’s keep
the Green in Greenville!
19 days ago

Get gvl off fossil fuels, help community make their homes and other buildings carbon neutral or at least
better insulated, invest in micro grids of solar power, public transportation, etc. the other suggestions
above are nice but not nearly enough. Not even close. Climate change is not a result of individuals’
habits, it is systemic. We need to change our systems.
19 days ago

Use social media to educate about sustainability and make it personal
19 days ago

https://publicinput.com/Reporting/ReportPreview/11837?embeddedreport=False

5/126

10/13/21, 1:04 PM

City of Greenville, SC - Report Creation

Encourage solar...perhaps w initiatives
Have more EV charging stations
Strongly encourage people to plant trees
Do glass recycling. Find uses for the glass.
Encourage water preservation.
19 days ago

I believe it is important to adapt existing building codes for commercial and residential properties to
require renewable energy sources and start incentivizing existing structures to transition to renewable
energy. Additionally, any new buildings, developments, transportation, etc. that is funded, used, or
owned by the city should be powered by renewable energy.
20 days ago

NA
20 days ago

Provide the community with more personal information about how their sustainability efforts are
helping make our city a safer, cleaner, and better place to live.
21 days ago

The city should talk with the county about combining waste disposal services so that recycling can be
more efficient.
21 days ago

Review and decrease rules rules that limit innovation, competition, and personal freedom. Think
farmers markets, food freedom, health efforts, housing, transportation, etc.
Note: I moved to SC because it is known for personal freedom and personal responsibility. The trend in
every state is less of that, and more government bureaus trying to make us "safe." Please try to move
South Carolina against the trend. Thank you.
21 days ago
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Provide funding for local business implementing sustainability plans and strategies.
21 days ago

None - these are good
21 days ago

Marketing effort around town.
22 days ago

Present sustainabiliy plans to various leadership groups - Chamber of Commerce, Leadership
Greenville, Liberty Fellowship, ect
22 days ago

This is a waste of money and resources. Green initiatives require huge reserves of money for poor
outcomes. Electric cars, as an example, are terrible for the environment. The sheer amount of rare
earths used to make the batteries cause massive pollution. We have seen areas will heavy electric car
usage lead to failing power grids.
I am in favor of conservation but green technology causes pollution with little real benefit.
22 days ago

n/a
22 days ago

don't know
22 days ago

I dont have an "other".
22 days ago
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We can be so much better stewards of our resources. Thank you for initiating this, even if it is decades
late.
22 days ago

Require Closed big box store owners to remove the vast paved areas.
22 days ago

I believe the majority of the City of Greenville's residents would strongly like to maintain green space
and curb the relentless rubber-stamping of development. There are so many businesses (stores,
restaurants, housing complexes, etc.) already, and that's all one sees except for a few nice
neighborhoods and Falls Park. I don't believe it's the City's job to clear more land for more people to
move to Greenville. If people come and can't find a place to live, they can go elsewhere. It's time to take
care of those who already live there, and that includes non-humans as well.
23 days ago

Keep politics out of this initiative as much as possible. Focus and goal should be on creating a truly
"green" city
23 days ago

Provide opportunities for minority youth to experience and appreciate nature.
23 days ago

Sustainable home improvement projects for homeowners.
24 days ago

Host a meeting for local sustainability focused organizations for information sharing
25 days ago
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Use diverse community leaders to model their own sustainability efforts
26 days ago

Imitate previously successful campaigns like "livewell"
26 days ago

Fun kids activities teaching sustainability at festivals/main St. Concerts/far
26 days ago

I think our community should focus more on the issues that address addiction, gang violence , but most
importantly I think the community should focus on the value of women and as people and the roles we
play in the community. Also I feel like the individuals who are in positions of power such as general
managers, agents dealing with offenders and in the criminal system to actually promote hope and use
the resources that the actual organization s who get paid for each individual who seeks their services
actually cares about and promotes the resources that have been set in place to better a person instead
of promoting self sufficiency bc in all actuality not a single person on this heart can do anything alone
and if I can fix myself then these organizations wouldn't even need to exist. Our community should be
about supporting and meeting each individual where they are acknowledging each individual
circumstances not assuming that we all can relate to or do we perceive life experiences good or bad the
same. We all need to put away the text books and start over on life on life's terms. We are all different
from cultures to circumstancial positions we were placed in or choose to participate in, however not a
single person can get up if they fall if nobody is there to help them get up. I could go on and on about
what we should have, could have , and would have but those pretenses that our community teaches or
promotes are all past tense and to be honest I'm not dead which I believe is what should be considered
as past tense but we are alive today to speak up and speak out in the present tense which is the only
thing we truly can speak on. We as people today waste so much time on statistics that our community
is failing and suffering in the lack of support and the spirit of where everything meaning our world, our
land, our freedom, our homes, our families both older people as well as children should not have to live
in fear of one another. The people should not be used as pawns for the research of military and
government statistics unless they choose to be a part of it willingly. No one set or group or an
independent individual or entity should be able to have control over another for any reason unless
decided by a majority in a court room where all areas of an incedent took place. I am 38 yr old female
whom was born and raised in Greenville SC all my life and yes I've lived on both sides of life however
the past 8 years have truly changed me as a person and the way I look upon my community and it's
https://publicinput.com/Reporting/ReportPreview/11837?embeddedreport=False
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leaders. Our community today is failing bc we don't care about each other as people . We support the
wrong secretly and condemn the ones who are truly fighting for life and the greater good of not just
their own life but everyone's life. If we were more understanding of the reason why we stay in poverty
and actually promote the resources we are given to help the ones who actually want to grow and evolve
instead of only allowing certain circles who only benefit bc they are forced to change to a set of
standards created by individuals who have never walked in a person who faces these adversities I feel
as if our community will no longer fear change but they will begin to trust our leaders as well as one
another and change will then begin to take place. Thank u for ur time. May God bless our community
leaders, our community activist, teachers and may God bless each and every individual who faces
adversity and who seeks the betterment of themselves and our community.
26 days ago

Make sure folks are aware of all recycling and composting opportunities; make it easier to recycle
things like electronics and glass;
27 days ago

Work through schools and children’s’ organizations. Has been proved that children have the greater
impact on parents regarding changes of behavior. e.g. STOP SMOKING
27 days ago

NA
27 days ago

.
27 days ago

https://publicinput.com/Reporting/ReportPreview/11837?embeddedreport=False

10/126

10/13/21, 1:04 PM

City of Greenville, SC - Report Creation

Better the recycling program; educating people about what is recyclable, how not to contaminate
batches, etc. Build trust in the program (people are wary of putting in the effort when it's common
knowledge that not everything is recycled). Educate and provide resources for alternative options - limit
single use plastics in restaurants & retail. Better transportation options to limit vehicles on the road.
Carlines are INSANE these days, and people love to complain about them, but the majority of cars in
them are there to pick up 1 kid and then drive across town to pick up 1 more kid. Carpooling is a thing
of the past. Educate & incentivize.
27 days ago

Recycling is a joke in this city. Glass, batteries, computer accessories such as wiring and external
components are just thrown in the landfill. It is hard to take this survey seriously when simple recycling
isn’t even done well.
27 days ago

Gain passage of city ordinances that promote tree plantings and growth, reward home owners who
practice low impact yard maintenance (ex. reduce grass and increase native plant plantings) with
reduced taxes or other reductions in utility charges.
27 days ago

Promote and support more biking, public transit and walking instead of driving
27 days ago

Offer friendly sustainability challenges with other similarly sized cities or regionally to get participation
rates up & encourage engagement.

28 days ago

Install more recycling bins alongside trash bins. Establish neighborhood litter cleanup groups.
Discourage cars in the parks. Provide more EV charging stations. Hold workshops on issues like
composting, bees, water harvesting, etc.
28 days ago
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None
28 days ago

Any funding for this could be better used to support small business and our first responders
28 days ago

N/A
28 days ago

N/A
one month ago

na
one month ago

Offer resources to do sustainable home projects, e.g. gardens, rain gardens, etc.
one month ago

While the items above are nice-to-haves, they mostly place the responsibility on the individual rather
than on the collective. I'd like to see the city instate a plastic bag ban, just as other communities in
South Carolina have done, and become the first city in South Carolina to roll out curbside composting. I
would like to see improved active transportation infrastructure that makes it safer for folks to commute
on foot or bike (the current bike lanes aren't cutting it). I would also like to see the city divest from fossil
fuels and create incentives for businesses that use renewable energy.
one month ago
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First, we need to figure out recycling problems within Greenville County. Everything is just going to the
landfill and that is a huge problem. If we are going to promote a sustainable gvl then we have to fix this
first.
The bulk of what is actually recycled is cardboard and paper.
Therefore, we need to limit or eliminate single use plastics and Styrofoam and use more sustainable
products throughout the community. Some companies to look at for examples are Terravive.com and
Boxedwaterisbetter.com
one month ago

N/A
one month ago

Make one trash and recycling company
one month ago

Recycling should be made more common, we should be educated on how to do it. or we could receive
our first recycling bin for free.
one month ago

Include sustainability factors in staff reviews of development project proposals as a way to educate
both developers and citizens.
one month ago

During the high presence of Covid cases, I cannot support or encourage in-person events, especially
inside.
one month ago

Is there a way to partner with the local schools?
one month ago
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Hold politicians accountable and highlight that
one month ago

Promote sustainable and energy-conscious policies on a city-wide basis; the onus of guiding a
sustainable agenda should largely be on the city, not on volunteers and individual residents as many of
the above options imply
one month ago

You guys really need to define what "sustainability" means. It's a buzz-word that can have a lot of
different meanings when used by different people in different context. What does it mean for
Greenville? Without knowing that, I think the survey will produce useless results.
one month ago

I got nothin'
one month ago

Encourage affordable transportation; build more affordable housing; limit unaffordable housing
one month ago

Plant trees
one month ago

Push for recycling of glass bottles and $ fundraisers so people can buy recycling trash cans.
one month ago

Define what you mean by the word "sustainability", please
one month ago
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The problem is that you're looking at this as an individual problem. Sustainability unfortunately isn't
going to happen if the city says "be more sustainable" but doesn't provide the legislation and resources
to do so. You can't just recycle if your neighborhood doesn't offer it or if the city only recycles some
items and not others. We need some education, but then give citizens the means to follow up on it. For
example, we should be composting in this city. Every residence, including apartment buildings, should
be provided with some sort of composting bin that they are taught to use and have the means to use
(pick up like we would trash). And farmers should be able to buy the compost. Recycling, in addition,
does not solve all of our problems. People do it incorrectly, but in addition, you can only recycle certain
materials so much. It's a service that should be offered to all residences, including apartments (!), but
we should also focus on reducing waste that's recyclable. For example, instead of saying "recycle this
styrofoam container you got at X restaurant," how about making all businesses switch to compostable
takeout containers and bags, so that way we can compost those materials? We could also pass
legislation requiring that businesses do not provide straws unless one is requested, same for bags,
same for to-go utensils, and same for water at the table at a restaurant. There are very simple laws we
can pass that don't inhibit people from living the life that they were used to, but still can reduce waste.
one month ago

a
one month ago

Greenville needs to recycle its glass! 5+ years in the landfill is not sustainable
one month ago

Provide more information about recycling. Attempt to get more major corporations involved.
one month ago

N/A
one month ago

Create a Sustainability at Work program with a certification. Check with the City of Portland, Oregon for
details on their program.
one month ago
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n/a
one month ago

Government building to install solar. new buildings required to have geothermal. Glass recycling. EV
charger stations.
one month ago

Recycle glass offered to those willing to pay small fee for collection
one month ago

Make sure that every recyclable item can be picked up in the curbside recycle bins at each house.
People probably would recycle more if this was the case instead of having to drive to the closest recycle
place to drop items off.
one month ago

It is difficult to rate how much I support these potential engagement activities without knowing what
the City's sustainability goals are (and whether or not the activities noted above would be helpful in
reaching those, or rather, just a distraction).
one month ago

Teaching best practices on Recycling for Residents and Business to Follow. Provide indoor recycling
trash containers to households and business willing to pick them up from the City's Waste
Management Facility. Send out details on local recycling center locations and what and how items can
be recycled there.
one month ago

Glass recycling in gvl and gvl County, more tree ordinances, more elecric plug ins for vehicles.
one month ago

Greenville needs glass recycling and more gardens! They could also combine these: Lady Bird Johnson
Center uses recycled glass as mulch for their gardens.
one month ago

https://publicinput.com/Reporting/ReportPreview/11837?embeddedreport=False

16/126

10/13/21, 1:04 PM

City of Greenville, SC - Report Creation

Go ahead with the plan.
one month ago

This is going to be a good thing for Greenville.
one month ago

I've worked in sustainable destination development for over 12 years. While community engagement is
critical, in many ways, this has to be a top down approach. That is to say, the community managers
have to create an enabling environment for any community sustainability initiative to have success.
one month ago

Complete the Climate Action Plan
one month ago

Create Green Teams, groups of people who are focused on solving sustainability. Enable them to
organize events, create community impact, and influence city leadership.
one month ago

Financial incentives for businesses to adopt sustainable practices
one month ago

Provide an advertising campaign to educate residents on sustainable practices and work with local
businesses to improve their sustainable practices.
one month ago

Create recycling jobs for handicapped individuals to help with sustainability goals
one month ago
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Please consider the inclusion of people living unsheltered and the impact on the environment. Majority
of the people have income and pay taxes but do not have a home, therefore from trash such as
sleeping bags to every other disposable item required to survive outside to human waste is not part of
our sustainability plan. Displacement of people to housing they can afford also taxes our environment
through the increased number of cars that may not be maintained or at a minimum increase the
emissions into the environment.
one month ago

Re-start glass recycling in Greenville
one month ago

Speak at Community clubs and organizations. Teach in schools
one month ago

Enactment and enforcement of building codes geared toward managing growth in a manner that takes
a long view of sustainability and enviromental imapcts of development and growth - ie 100+ years
one month ago

Ensure that diversity, equity, and inclusion are at the forefront of these efforts when making decisions
and speaking to the community. Ensure those involved in these efforts are aware of how social issues,
environmental issues, and economic issues are interrelated.
one month ago

Provide sustainability workshop/information at churches and for schools
one month ago

The city should install solar panels on public buildings, transition to Electric vehicles, install convenient
charging stations, encourage public transportation, build bike lanes etc in order to lead by example and
show that it is committed to sustainability so others will believe and follow the example.
one month ago
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providing incentives to local businesses for reaching/maintaining certain sustainability efforts; highlight
those businesses or groups who make changes/achieve sustainable goals/enact changes that make the
community more sustainable
one month ago

Be transparent with carbon accounting
one month ago

Bring all groups working on Environmental issues together as part of a working alliance to assure there
is not an duplication of services with some things not being addressed. This would also be helpful in
applying for grants.
one month ago

City leaders and city operations should lead by example. Implement sustainable practices ahead of
expecting the public to do so. The City of Greenville should also engage with other mayors in the county
and county council. To affect real change this effort cannot begin and end at city limits.
one month ago

Provide monetary incentives for communities to participate in green initiatives. An example could be if
an HOA organization sponsors a composting solution for their community, they will get a monetary
credit for either property taxes or something else of value.
one month ago

Partner with local sustainability groups to have volunteer work days to improve parks and green spaces
in the City.
one month ago

Help people realize what sustainability actually is and how they can do little things to be more
environmentally friendly.
one month ago
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Showcase sustainable landscaping design and practices in public spaces. Education and promotion
about sustainable home landscapes. Coordinate with GVL county soil & water or other entities already
involved.
one month ago

Zoning regulations tp promote green spaces in new builds
one month ago

Partnering with Climate Change organizations.
one month ago

Insure that the term "sustainability" is understood in all written, video and oral communications. I fear
that it's common parlance among planning professionals but little understood by our citizenry.
one month ago

In person events, such as workshops and open houses, will be poorly attended while there is still a
surge in Covid cases.
one month ago

Provide funding through the City to permanently protect greenspace.
one month ago

Conduct workshops for community input to sustainability plan to develop ownership in the community.
one month ago

n/a
one month ago
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Take charge of the recycling process, providing well labeled containers for collecting goods everywhere,
(parking lots of supermarkets and malls, public spaces etc.), educating citizens about where it goes,
how to make the process easier for the recycling companies, and finding a way to re-instate glass
recycling in the upstate.
one month ago

Stop overdeveloping downtown.
Make Main Street pedestrian only.
one month ago

Encouage participation of under-resourced communities in design of upgrades and expansion of
affordable housing and transit.
one month ago

Provide or connect people with ways to contact their elected politicians at all levels of government to
support sustainability efforts and initiatives. Offer subsidies to businesses who engage in honestly
sustainable practices (these subsidies should be strictly conditional on using sustainable practices like
using clean energy (nuclear and natural gas don't count until info on all the chemicals they're shooting
into our ground water is made fully public and the dangerous chemicals effectively banned), effectively
challenge companies wanting to continue to work or to expand into the area to greatly improve their
sustainability. if they are a big company and they're just going to take advantage of the area and pollute
our air and water, this very politically active and engaged young person (me) who is bringing
environmental groups together does not want those polluting, government mooching companies here.
one month ago

Instead of putting this off on the public like the plastic industry tries to do, what can the city do to
engage sustainable practices? Provide glass recycling, reduce plastic use with plastic bag ban, provide
incentives to choice sustainable packaging and non plastic food containers. Invest in renewable energy
sources and electric vehicles. Support and utilize solar and wind energy.
one month ago

This will be a good thing.
one month ago
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Provide resources for neighborhoods to lead their own initiatives, i.e. community gardens
one month ago

Share plans with the public for suggestions and input when our natural resources and amenities will be
affected (eg, the impact of Unity Park on the Reedy River)
one month ago

Be transparent PRIOR to plans being implemented that can affect the natural elements of the City (e.g.,
the Reedy River, etc) and allow for public input and suggestions to those plans
one month ago

No Comment
one month ago

Better transparency around the actual state kf recycling – actual costs / revenues from specific
commodities, and canning out best (worst) practices... instead of "just throw it in, great job everybody."
one month ago
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* One of the core values expressed in GVL2040 is that Greenville is an inclusive
community. The City has made a commitment to rely on and value diverse perspectives
in its projects and initiatives and strives to provide every citizen access to the same
services regardless of race, age, ability, or socioeconomic status.
Below are examples of sustainability efforts from other cities, as well as Greenville. Rate
the examples below based on your level of support for each item.
Do Not

Somewhat

Support

Support

6%

gentrification and high-intensity
development

1%

4%

4%

ignored voices are involved in decisions

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

that impact their community

Support

Support

3%

-

5%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Support

Support

a. Protecting neighborhoods from

b. Ensuring historically overlooked or

c. Addressing food deserts and other
barriers to healthy foods

Mostly

Strongly

Neutral

Support

Support

5%

7%

28%

54%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Support

Support

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

14%

77%

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

15%

77%

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

d. Improving home energy efficiency

2%

2%

8%

22%

66%

and saving renters and homeowners

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

money

Support

Support

Support

Support

e. Ensuring access to safe, clean
drinking water

f. Cleaning areas with pollution or
environmental contamination
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-

-

3%

6%

91%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

1%

-

2%

10%

87%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support
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Do Not

Somewhat

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Neutral

Support

Support

4%

2%

5%

19%

70%

welcoming and affordable for all income

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

levels

Support

Support

Support

Support

2%

-

3%

7%

88%

assets such as parks, libraries, and

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

health care facilities

Support

Support

Support

Support

12%

-

55%

3%

29%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

g. Ensuring farmers markets are

h. Providing equal access to community

i. Other (please specify)

247 respondents
A strong long-term plan for affordable housing. Talking about it doesn’t house people.
18 days ago

Provide affordable housing. Manage development in Greenville—ensure that the infrastructure is
available or will be provided to sustain grow.
18 days ago

Provide more pedestrian & public transportation access to parks, libraries, farmer's markets, etc.
19 days ago
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We need a way to help the homeless population but not enable them. Maybe some sort of skill building
classes or ways to help them get clean if they are addicts. Are there any studies done on the homeless
population? Is it mostly drug/alcohol related causes? Or are there other causes? How do we help people
help themselves? We as a community need to dig deeper to find the causes and figure out ways to
help. Build partnerships with local businesses to possibly implement a work training program?? How
can we help the addicts get clean if they really want to get better? Maybe a shelter program that also
teaches real life work skills? Mentor programs? I don’t know the answer but we need to dig deeper into
the problem and see how to help.
19 days ago

This section looks more serious. Good ideas.
19 days ago

High Density neighborhoods and cities are more energy efficient so we need to sustain neighborhoods
and not evict the poor and increase density simultaneously
19 days ago

Have active options for lower income people ie basketball, water areas for lower income children to
play (ie water fountain areas)
19 days ago

Zoning to allow high-density, multi-family housing close to downtown. If we block developemnt through
land conservation, concurrent actions must be taken to ensure housing stock keeps up with growth. A
denser downtown is a greener downtown
20 days ago

...
20 days ago
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It is time to start making reparations to those who have been adversely impacted by corporations and
industries, especially due to decreases in quality of and access to water, food, and air.
20 days ago

NA
You need to fix “Other”, as it requires an answer to nothing.
20 days ago

Providing more cultural inclusive events through the city.
21 days ago

With regard to question "h". I would like the city to advocate for greater diversity in the county libraries
with regards to LGBTQ inclusion.
21 days ago

Review and decrease rules rules that limit innovation, competition, and personal freedom. Think
farmers markets, food freedom, neighborhood gardens, etc.
Note: I moved to SC because it is known for personal freedom and personal responsibility. The trend in
every state is less of that, and more government bureaus trying to make us "safe." Please try to move
South Carolina against the trend. Thank you.
21 days ago

Remove all zoning barriers to mixed use buildings. Increased density of zoning increases the overall
housing supply and leads to sustained affordability and protection against gentrification.
21 days ago

Send community leaders to low income communities to encourage participation in decision making
22 days ago
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I dont have an "other"
22 days ago

No comment
22 days ago

More equal opportunity park and play opportunities. A skatepark.
22 days ago

I believe these are MOSTLY private industry, not government, functions.
23 days ago

Greenville needs more plant-based food access and a lot less meat. The City doesn't need anymore
BBQ shacks. Not only will more farmed animals be saved, but so will the environment in multiple ways.
23 days ago

Inclusion of all public works departments to be included in all discussions
23 days ago

See "othere" in previous section.
23 days ago

N/A
25 days ago

Educate homeowners on value of their property, and protect from developers taking advantage
26 days ago
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The City should take the lead in forcing Duke Energy to clean up the coal tar site on Bramlette Road,
restoring the property, and stopping the continued pollution of the city. Promoting "sustainability" is
just PR if you don't take action to correct a serious problem that is staring the city in the face.
26 days ago

The support of individual who have faced adversity and give them hope that they will and can live again
in this world without being frowned upon or withheld from a new way of living that will keep them from
going back to the circumstances that led them down the wrong path to start with
26 days ago

Protect what is left and expand our green spaces
26 days ago

Consider our Greenville residence who are unhoused in a more inclusive way
26 days ago

Adding affordable homeownership to the list of issues that can help address all these areas
27 days ago

Developing “mixed” communities, so diversity is embedded in everyday engagement.
27 days ago

Citizens taking personal responsibility to share and encourage their neighbors.
27 days ago

NA
27 days ago
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.
27 days ago

Public Transportation
27 days ago

Current infill regulations do nothing to prevent rapid gentrification.
27 days ago

Provide free trees and other natural plantings to increase the tree cover in Greenville. Stop
gentrification (won't happen but it's worth mentioning because the City can pontificate about helping
low income neighborhoods but it has done nothing long lasting to help).
27 days ago

Public Transportation
27 days ago

Any other ideas to benefit all areas of Greenville
28 days ago

You can’t lump gentrification and high density developments together They are very different !
28 days ago
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Your options here are not appropriate. Nothing between "Do Not Support" and "Somewhat Support."
And the categories are too broad and use words that tend to lead to conclusions. Gentrification is NOT
necessarily bad in many areas. Instead of using that term, why did you not use urban renewal and
revitalization. Most of downtown Greenville has been "gentrified" by your definition over the last 4
decades and yet you point to it as a success story. Unity Park and improvements around it are not
gentrification - these actions are urban renewal and revitalization. We must cease the use of the term
gentrification.
28 days ago

I support Equality not socialism rebranded as “equity”
28 days ago

No Comment
one month ago

N/A
one month ago

The parking at the library needs to be free again. Not everyone can afford to go to the library because
of parking, thats a huge problem
one month ago

Clarity in city policies and communications - straightforward communication to manage neighborhood
expectation regarding what is possible/realistic and what is not.
one month ago

none
one month ago
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It would also be nice to create opportunities for more diverse representation at the vendor level for
Farmer's markets. Is there a booth subsidy to bring in other vendors who might otherwise be excluded?
one month ago

n/a
one month ago

I don't have other ideas.
one month ago

nothing
one month ago

Agree with those mentioned
one month ago

Remove fluoridation from the drinking water. One size does not benefit all
one month ago

Black and Brown communities are the most at risk because of climate change. We should be evaluating
housing and making sure the buildings are flood-safe, the air around them is kept clean, and set up
community gardens so people have access to healthy food.
one month ago

x
one month ago

Affordable housing that is owner occupied. No one get healthier financially by paying rent.
one month ago

N/A
one month ago
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It would be handy to develop a seed library that could be housed at the local community centers to give
folks in underserved areas better access to crops on an as needed basis. The Berea Branch of the
Greenville County Library System has a seed library so they would be a good resource to reach out to
for information on developing one.
one month ago

n/a
one month ago

More protection for old growth trees
one month ago

I think the city and county councils should have different genders and races as members instead of so
many of one race and gender. There would be more representation of different communities if this
takes place.
one month ago

I support the idea of protecting residents from displacement. However, I think the goal of "protecting
neighborhoods" -- especially from higher intensity development -- can actually work against goals
related to creating an inclusive community. Many neighborhoods in Greenville are currently zoned for
single-detached homes ONLY. This goes directly against the goal of creating home options that MANY
people can afford (not just the most wealthy among us). Additionally, for housing to be truly affordable
for residents at lower income levels, it often must come in a form that some describe as "high
intensity", such as apartments or even triplexes, quads, etc. I see no reason that people living in singledetached homes must be "protected" from those living in duplexes, apartments, etc.
one month ago

Hosting a non profit fair for the community where Non Profits have a tent and explain what they do to
visitors. Perhaps this could be mixed with an event like the Thanksgiving Table event held on Main
Street that we did 2 years ago.
one month ago
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I do not think farmers markets should be forced to be affordable to all income levels. The farmers need
to make a living, a profit. I can't afford locally grown produce all the time, but I understand why the
prices are what they are. No one should dictate to local farmers what their prices should be.
one month ago

No other.
one month ago

Expand trail networks, bike paths, sidewalks, and public transportation into ALL neighborhoods but
also paying special attention to not focus new trails only to serve economic development but to
prioritize access for all citizens (e.g. Laurens Rd Swamp Rabbit Extension).
one month ago

no comments.
one month ago

question A. should be 2 separate questions. increased density will allow for more affordability as it will
increase the tax base generating additional revenues to allow for more parks, infrastructure and
transportation, and affordable housing. no one likes to see displacement of long term residents, but
the flip side is that it can result in a huge windfall from the owner of the property for them to sell at a
market rate and pass that down to their heirs and many of the homes that get "gentrified" are either
vacant lots, dilapidated houses or houses in such need of repair and unsafe that the cost to the
homeowner or taxpayer if using housing repair funds does not make sense. as we become more
dense, and build upward, we can protect land for greenspace and create conditions for an efficient
transportation system along hubs and nodes. one person's gentrification is another persons
revitalization resulting in new jobs, development, and opportunity for the neighborhood.
one month ago

NA
one month ago

na
one month ago
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Equitable distribution of trees and sidewalks in neighborhoods
one month ago

.
one month ago

A lot of discussions lately are about skin color. The people who are being ignored and need the most
help is the handicapped population.
one month ago

Please consider park benches that are inclusive to humans who may not have a bed at night and are
seeking a safe place to survive. Please consider use of public funds that provide access to mental and
physical health through funding people who are trained with a MSW to be strategically placed inside of
our libraries or other public facilities so that people experiencing homelessness are connected to other
community resources. Please consider the implementation of a Homeless Court to remove legal
misdemeanor and financial barriers in closed records as well as open cases for people who are moving
towards housing and stability. Going to the bathroom or charging a cell phone with you live outside and
do not have access to basic necessities should not be a crime.
one month ago

Access to truly affordable housing within reasonable walking distance from downtown businesses so
that workforce supporting downtown business can also live in the community with minimal commutes ensuring those earning wages at our downtown businesses have access to nearby housing options
one month ago

Take intentional steps to build real trust with communities, especially low-income, BIPOC, and LGBTQ+
communities.
one month ago

Help existing neighborhoods mitigate the impact of stormwater damage from "upstream" newer
developments. Create wildlife corridors in development projects
one month ago
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one month ago

none
one month ago

I am sometimes truly dismayed to see yet another apartment/townhouse/condo complex, or even
squeezing in single family homes, on a piece of land that would have made a wonderful green space.
You must set money and have a budget to aquire and maintain SOME land that is used strictly for
recreation. Where are all these people pouring into all these new living spaces supposed to go when
they need to "get out of the house"? Do you want them to get in a car and drive somewhere else only
exacerbating road congestion and pollution issues? Falls Park gets very crowded now and the jewel of
the city is in danger of being overrun because there are simply only so many human bodies a physical
can absorb.
one month ago

N/A
one month ago

no other suggestion
one month ago

Zoning rules to promote walking and biking path ways
one month ago

Planning for accessible green space.
one month ago

Providing equal access to community assets and addressing food deserts requires provision of public
transport and expanding our bicycling trail network. Unless transportation is provided, "full access" will
be impossible.
one month ago
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The problem of food deserts cannot be solved simply by placing a grocery or market in a depressed
area. There also has to be access to the market such as sidewalks to safely get there (many folks in
these areas do not have cars) or bus service.
one month ago

Other: Address Climate Change directly. Also provide green spaces to combat heat islands in the city.
one month ago

On #1. High density housing is one very important strategy for efficiency and should be encouraged
over low density within the city. It has nothing to do with gentrification making this a difficult question
to provide a single answer to.
one month ago

Making the recycling effort a seamless, transparent, active, serious, city supported process. Like in
Europe.
one month ago

This should not be a required question.
one month ago

Only address if it is a problem
one month ago

See above. I didn’t realize that clean drinking water was relevant. Is that a problem in Greenville? If not,
it doesn’t need addressing.
one month ago
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Easy access to safe, reliable and clean transit that allows for access to all areas.
Having mental health professionals be the primary responders to incidences of drug addiction and
mental health crises instead of armed law enforcers (the law enforcers should be nearby for timely
intervention but not so that the person dealing with drug addiction or mental health crisis knows
they're there)
Concerning prostitutes, the focus should be on protecting them and bringing their traffickers to justice,
not on arresting the prostitutes.
Well paid, high quality daycare available around the clock that is paid for by tax dollars to allow people
to pursue their educatoin and careers while being parents as well
Provide the vast improvements needed to the adoption and foster systems so that a person who gets
pregnant feels like putting the child up for adoption is an ethical option that won't result in the child
getting traumatized and thereby reduce the demand for abortion.
Make contraception easily accessible, high quality, very affordable or free so people can more easily
avoid getting an unwanted pregnancy to begin with.
Make safe abortion easily accessible and affordable, by keeping it legal.
Provide high quality job training to everyone who is unemployed so that the increasing automization of
the workplace and grocery stores does not result in people not being able to feed, shelter, and provide
for their families
one month ago

Question B is a bit vague.
one month ago

Offer seniors affordable housing and assistance to stay in their homes.
one month ago

I think the gentrification question presented a false choice. I would like to see us protect existing
residents from the harm of gentrification, but we NEED well-planned high-intensity development to
meet our housing and transportation goals and needs
one month ago

Racial diversity in the leadership of the city managers office and Parks/Rec/Events leadership team
one month ago
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No Comment
one month ago

Ahsh
one month ago
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* With GVL2040, the City committed to rethinking how development occurs in Greenville
and is working with zoning experts to revise its land development code to facilitate the
preservation of open space, new affordable housing opportunities, and expanded
mobility options.
Rate the examples below based on your level of support for each item.
Do Not

Somewhat

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Neutral

Support

Support

a. Adopt land-use strategies that

6%

5%

5%

19%

66%

prioritize high-density mixed-use

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

development, street connectivity, transit

Support

Support

Support

Support

1%

2%

6%

22%

69%

community through a robust local

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

economy that supports small,

Support

Support

Support

Support

accessibility, and walkability
b. Create an increasingly self-reliant

independent businesses
c. Promote sustainable construction and

-

4%

7%

20%

69%

architecture (e.g., LEED certification and

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

green roofs)

Support

Support

Support

Support

d. Support local, sustainable food

2%

2%

3%

17%

76%

production (i.e., community gardens,

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

urban agriculture, farmers markets)

Support

Support

Support

Support

e. Preserve and expand green spaces

-

1%

1%

10%

87%

(i.e., forested lands, vacant spaces, river

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

corridors, floodplains)

Support

Support

Support

Support

f. Protect and expand the city's tree
canopy
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1%

-

3%

9%

86%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support
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Do Not

Somewhat

Support

Support

g. Offer more opportunities to invest in

2%

renewable energy, such as rooftop solar
or community solar
h. Other (please specify)

Mostly

Strongly

Neutral

Support

Support

2%

10%

19%

67%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

10%

-

57%

4%

29%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

243 respondents
Really? I’m supposed to rate an empty box?
18 days ago

Implement a better mass transit/subway/train system. Don’t wait until it’s too late to do it and there are
too many buildings in the way. Do it now! Commuter trains between Spartanburg and Anderson!
Reduce the amount of cars on the interstates. We have a local company called Proterra that makes
electric vehicles/busses. Use them!
19 days ago

Key is affordable housing, high density and increased green space.
19 days ago

No further comment.
19 days ago

...
20 days ago
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Local utility companies should have ZERO input for how the city and community move forward with
renewable energy. Additionally, we need to eliminate sprawl and make sure that our resources are used
as efficiently as possiible.
20 days ago

NA
20 days ago

Community centered renewable energy sources, ie solar farms, non turbine wind farms, etc.
21 days ago

Review and decrease rules rules that limit innovation, competition, and personal freedom. Think
farmers markets, food freedom, zoning reform, reduced fees, smaller government, etc.
Note: I moved to SC because it is known for personal freedom and personal responsibility. The trend in
every state is less of that, and more government bureaus trying to make us "safe." Please try to move
South Carolina against the trend. Thank you.
21 days ago

Promote a connected network of trails and greenways that will help people in Greenville use bicycles as
a different way to commute to work, school and church.
22 days ago

I dont have an "other"
22 days ago

Lets make Greenville Green!
22 days ago
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More green spaces!!!!!!
22 days ago

GET GOVERNMENT OUT OF PRIVATE BUSINESS!
23 days ago

See my comment about food in last tab.
23 days ago

See my comment on prior tabs. PLEASE keep the GREEN in Greenville. The lack of green space is
frightening and detrimental for so many reasons.
23 days ago

Provide park and rides to all community events
23 days ago

(a) High density mixed-use results in gentrification and is not affordable. We need eco-friendly low-cost
housing for low-income people.
24 days ago

Stop allowing the splitting of lots and apartments!!!!! Maybe townhouses or rowhouses instead. NO
MORE APARTMENTS downtown or near downtown. They are ruining our beautiful city
25 days ago

Plan for stormwater (i know it's in the works) Need to be VERY intentional and get aligned with the
County since development is pushing up the watershed (upstream of downtown)
25 days ago
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Ensure the price of rent downtown is that which local businesses can sustain. We just lost a local coffee
shop, only to have a Starbucks come in.
25 days ago

will need more charging stations. Should have all electric buses.
26 days ago

Some less fortunate individuals lose resources and land and useful resources such as housing, farms,
land, lakes, and rivers left by their families from generations whom our very own city and community
use us who don't have the knowledge of there families history bc they experiences adversity on behalf
of government entitys and fellow citizens in our very own community to be placed in many different
areas to compromise records in order to gain fortune and rights to our families land or farm or public
or private properties. I feel like the agents and city /county employee should spend their time
preserving those families and each individual who is a part of those families rights as heirs.
26 days ago

More trees
26 days ago

Small Local food production and distribution
26 days ago

EDUCATION-ACTION-SUCCESS
27 days ago

NA
27 days ago
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.
27 days ago

The problem with "a," as it's been implemented in Greenville thus far is that the high-density, mixedused spaces are contributing to gentrification and unaffordable housing. The developments are
unnecessary (SO many empty condos and apartments because they're incredibly expensive).
27 days ago

Current and new infill regulations do not protect the tree canopy in existing neighborhoods.
27 days ago

MIxing walkability with high-density development is laughable. Greenville over the past 20 years has
used the same happy talk and nothing substantive has happened expect packing more people in.
Greenville is just interested in increasing its tax base, which means more and more development.
27 days ago

Regarding a. I support street connectivity, transit accessibility, and walkability. I do not support highdensity development
28 days ago

We continue to talk "green" in Greenville, but show little. Trees are falling daily. We build new parking
areas with no BEV chargers. There is no solar at the Unity Park complex. Action, not talk.
28 days ago

no comment
one month ago
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Remove barriers to creating a more diverse range of housing options - including Missing Middle
Housing types (house-scale buildings with multiple units in walkable areas) in appropriate, designated
locations - including within neighborhoods currently zoned exclusively for single family detached
homes.
one month ago

Neighborhood residents should be asked and given a voice before the City assumes they want trees or
green space. I love those things, but many marginalized communities don't want others to impose their
ideas of "assets" without their input.
one month ago

What does sustainable waste management look like? Can food waste be collected and composted for
City parks and/or community gardens?
one month ago

improve the transit
one month ago

n/a
one month ago

All the choices above are extremely important.
one month ago

Noise pollution by motorized vehicles; bring back vehicle inspections to help with that.
one month ago

Develop a light rail system. Expand bicycle access
one month ago
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Composting, community gardens, bike lanes that are actually protected from traffic, and legislation that
would reduce single use items that end up in our environment and don't degrade.
one month ago

y
one month ago

Question A has three very different results, and should be three questions
one month ago

Put the pressure on Duke Energy to allow homeowners to have solar panels.
one month ago

N/A
one month ago

Going forward use at least 75% native plantings for flowers and shrubs and 100% native trees for city
landscaping purposes so as to create greenspace that is also beneficial to the local ecosystem.
one month ago

Strongly support ideas listed so far.
one month ago

I definitely believe that the city needs to try to keep gentrification at a low. This would really help
communities.
one month ago

Create incentives or requirements for affordable housing, especially if public funds are used in any way
to support projects. Ensure that green spaces are dual purpose -- offering safe, clean access to the
outdoors, but also as natural infrastructure to manage stormwater, mitigate flooding, etc.
one month ago
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Please consider changing requirements for parking in commercial areas. Most days I drive by the mall
its barely a quarter full parking lot. Why do all those parking spaces need to be paved and contributing
to city heat island effect? what's wrong with having overflow parking be grassy feild? those spaces are
only ever full during the holidays, so maybe 2 months out of the whole year? Same with Churches- a
giant building that is only used twice a week and has GIGANTIC parking lots that is just reabsorbing
heat from the sun.
Also, the city should really consider bulking up is disaster preparedness and responses. Consider
putting solar panels on school buildings and any building with a commercial grade kitchen for
hurricane events, extended freezes or any other power outage event that might leave people in this
community stranded. The folk in Texas last year didn't expect that freeze to be that bad, and it's naïve
for our leaders and our community to believe we are immune to such events as well.
Prioritize designing in such a way to minimize the Urban Heat Island effect. This is a MUST as well as
partnering with the County of Greenville. We are already experiencing growth as more people move
here on a daily basis, but it will continue as more and more people flee climate disasters.
one month ago

Do not like it when subdivisions clear entire treed areas for development. Promote solar energy here.
one month ago

This is all good.
one month ago

The city and county should also make capital investments to better utilize sustainability systems.
Retrofit ALL city/county buildings for LEED, add solar to rooftops, require all vehicles to be hybrid. Also,
greenspace, parks, and walkability/bikeability should be considered the number one priority.
one month ago

mini hydro electric projects.
one month ago

Provide information about rooftop solar that is specific to SC, such as rules and regulations, tax credits,
etc. Solar panels are expensive to have installed, so it feels pretty inaccessible.
one month ago
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the concept of a self reliant community goes in the face of a competitive and comparative advantage.
We want locally owned business as the philanthropy dollars tend to stay more local, the leaders remain
local and they and the associates stay engaged in their community and backyard, but with the evolution
of the internet, more and more people will be choosing to relocate or locate here because of the
community feel and opportunity to live a good quality of life. attracting a HQ (like a quicken loans out of
Detroit) would be a boon for our community, but it is not small nor independent and it depends upon
service providers (both local and global in nature) and a majority of its customers are not local.
one month ago

NA
one month ago

Build handicapped accessible bus shelters. Provide more electric car charging stations.
one month ago

na
one month ago

No suggestions
one month ago

Numerous and safe bike lanes
one month ago

Please consider competing priorities of housing affordability and green space. How can Greenville
demonstrate the balance of the big things? Are we investing equally or are we heavy in our investment
in quality of life amenities? And if so, how are we doing in serving everyone when people living in
poverty is rising at the same time as our city has experienced unprecedented economic prosperity?
one month ago
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Preserve and expand on the existing neighborhoods within the city - maintaining the character of
existing communities while improving connectivity and walkability to transit, recreation and business
districts from the existing neighborhoods
one month ago

Give 'sustainable credits' to developer ie tiered zoning fees depending on how many 'sustainable
programs are adopted by development" - ie -mature tree canopy left in place+, on site stormwater
mitigation +, community walking paths +. Sustainability grading etc
one month ago

educate public on value of thinking long term rather than looking for immediate gratification of dollars
from selling land to developers or other public education campaign geared toward smart, sustainable
growth; provide "continuing education" type seminars to elected officials to inform them of best
practices in sustainability, etc
one month ago

mass transit
one month ago

Be mindful of the trees you plant in tree canopy expansion. Some varieties of trees can exacerbate
ozone issues.
one month ago

none
one month ago

In regards to housing/zoning: provide information on the laws/codes for alternative housing such as
tiny houses and efficiency sized permanent homes.
one month ago
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Better stormwater management is needed if the high density, mixed use development is going to be
the answer. Simply adding detention ponds is not cutting it; our creeks and rivers are being destroyed
by the runoff from increased development. While I fully support the use of better zoning practices,
buffers and environmental conservation need to be substantial to keep the "green" in Greenville that
we love so much.
one month ago

no other suggestion
one month ago

promote energy saving appliances
one month ago

Providing incentives for businesses to convert to renewable energy sources.
one month ago

Preserving green spaces and tree canopy will be boosted by implementing a strict "cut a tree - plant a
tree" regulation, and minimizing road widening and new construction projects. Implement mass transit
and improve bicycling routes so we become less dependent on fossil fueled vehicles. Build a world class
railroad station to replace the wreck of a depot we now have, and help "That Greenville" become an
even more accessible and friendly destination
one month ago

Although I support higher density housing, I believe there is a way to do this without creating
monstrosities such as the Claren being built between Academy and S. Main. I also believe that we do
not have to sacrifice sensible and attractive architecture to achieve the density goal (example: the Avant
(corner of S.Main across from old Army/Navy store) as designed does not fit in with other buildings on
Greenville's Main St.
one month ago

Promote the sustainable transportation including walking, scooters, bikes, light rail, EVs etc.
one month ago
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Create specific strong but quick training to train on new energy technologies, and provide more jobs in
this area of the market.
one month ago

Educate public in desirability of demanding from builders all electric buildings equipped with 220 volt
EV charging to avoid costly retrofits later. Also encourage those in market for generators to use during
power outages to consider rooftop solar with storage instead.
one month ago

Get "right to repair" laws passed to reduce waste and save customers money.
Invest in effective and honestly sustainable recycling processes so we can start reducing the sizes of the
landfills and put the material to good use. There's one person turning trash into extremely shock
absorbing bricks.
Create good paying union jobs to preserve the environment for all regions.
one month ago

Please reduce the amount of land clearing of old growth tree canopies and over-development of cookie
cutter housing.
one month ago

Stop land being cleared for more apartments and condos we cannot afford.
one month ago

Reallocate funding from police to dilapidated community centers
one month ago

No comment
one month ago

Faulty survey requires response.
one month ago

https://publicinput.com/Reporting/ReportPreview/11837?embeddedreport=False

51/126

10/13/21, 1:04 PM

City of Greenville, SC - Report Creation

Climate change affects our ecosystems, water supplies, agriculture and food security,
power and transportation systems, and health and safety.
Do you believe in climate change?
93% Yes
5% I'm not sure.
2% No

240 respondents

https://publicinput.com/Reporting/ReportPreview/11837?embeddedreport=False

52/126

10/13/21, 1:04 PM

City of Greenville, SC - Report Creation

* What are some innovative programs or ideas that Greenville should consider to reduce
energy consumption and lower emissions? Rate the examples below based on your level
of support for each item.

a. Develop a climate action plan

Do Not

Somewhat

Support

Support

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

5%

3%

5%

16%

70%

specifically focused on renewable

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

energy and reducing greenhouse gas

Support

Support

Support

Support

b. Complete a comprehensive energy

4%

4%

6%

22%

63%

audit of City operations and buildings

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

10%

6%

11%

24%

49%

requiring commercial buildings to

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

conduct energy audits and publish their

Support

Support

Support

Support

3%

3%

8%

19%

68%

Neutral

emissions

c. Adopt an energy disclosure ordinance

annual energy performance
d. Add solar panels or other renewable
energy sources at City facilities

Do Not

Somewhat

Support

Support

1%

3%

3%

such as LED lights, occupancy sensors,

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

and smart thermostats to lower energy

Support

Support

e. Add energy efficiency improvements

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

17%

76%

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

consumption at City facilities
f. Streamline the approval process to

1%

3%

6%

19%

71%

install solar panels on single-family

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

homes, multi-family dwellings, and

Support

Support

Support

Support

commercial rooftops
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Do Not

Somewhat

Support

Support

7%

legislation to address climate change
and reduce carbon emissions

g. Advocate for state or federal

h. Hire full-time City staff dedicated to
sustainability efforts

i. Other (please specify)

Mostly

Strongly

Neutral

Support

Support

3%

7%

7%

76%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

8%

3%

10%

17%

62%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

10%

-

58%

1%

30%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

238 respondents
Duke Power is doing a good job of educating Greenvillians about smart use of electricity and offers lowcost energy-efficient light bulbs and other products, and a free energy audit to homeowners. Kudos!
In general, manufacturers and other businesses are much more wasteful of energy than individual
households. These businesses need to do their share of energy conservation.
The foundation of any of this must be decisions about how much we will allow businesses to use our
energy and water and pollute our town.
18 days ago

The empty box again??
18 days ago
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Solar panel install should be more affordable for home owners. I would personally have solar panels
but can’t afford it. And the cost savings on our energy bill doesn’t really justify the cost.
Also, hire me! I would love to help or even volunteer on this initiate. It’s something I’m very passionate
about. http://linkedin.com/in/jennymcentyre
19 days ago

*Support the 100% carbon-free electric grid by 2035 and support the clean energy policies including a
Clean Energy Payment Program (CEPP) and federal investment in clean energy through tax incentives.
*Partner with other organizations that support climate change action.
19 days ago

Support the 100% carbon-free electric grid by 2035 and support the clean energy policies including a
Clean Energy Payment Program (CEPP) and federal investment in clean energy through tax incentives
19 days ago

enlist volunteers to help with the above.
19 days ago

More EV charging stations.
19 days ago

Those council members who accept campaign money from developers need to be removed from the
city council. Making sure that those running for the city council are not receiving campaign money from
developers building in Greenville and that means local developers or out-of-state developers.
19 days ago

https://publicinput.com/Reporting/ReportPreview/11837?embeddedreport=False

55/126

10/13/21, 1:04 PM

City of Greenville, SC - Report Creation

City employees should be educated on climate change and local and national government officials and
representatives should not be allowed to take donations (directly or indirectly) from
corporations/industries.
20 days ago

NA - this is getting super annoying.
20 days ago

Start a city board of citizens to oversee the sustainability process and progress.
21 days ago

Water and carbon dioxide (CO2) are greenhouse gasses. They already absorb all the energy in their
respective wavelengths. Plants need CO2! According to actual scientists, more CO2 in the atmosphere
would be great for food production, great for the planet, and great for people most at risk. This is an
elephant in the room. There is a viral narrative that calls CO2 a threat, while one look at a coal seam
reminds you that CO2 levels were much higher in the past. There is a viral narrative that calls humans a
threat, but with a little freedom, humans can be a great boon.
btw you have already done a "comprehensive energy audit of City operations and buildings"-- you just
need to use it!
21 days ago

Assist HOAs with implementing and encouraging solar panels in neighborhoods, tax plastic
consumption and disposal, offer subsidies for plant-based restaurants, stop car pool lines + idling!
21 days ago

Also encourage using less energy, instead of simply focusing on upgrades that are more efficient.
I would reframe the first question (if it's even needed) more as "Do you believe humans are
contributing to climate change?"
21 days ago
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No comment
22 days ago

Help the gentrified communities get the latest energy efficient commuities.
22 days ago

What part of "Streamline the approval process to install solar panels on single-family homes, multifamily dwellings, and commercial rooftops" needs changing. I own my home, installed solar panels, and
needed no city approvals, only electrical inspection and HOA approval.
23 days ago

I looked into putting solar panels on my house and it would be extremely expensive. Anything that can
bring down the cost of solar panels would be very helpful.
23 days ago

Please consider partnering with Climate Reality's South Carolina Chapter, Bartram Chapter of the Sierra
Club, Upstate SC, as well as the tree groups (TreesUpstate, etc.) -- some of which you do already I
believe.
Full-time sustainability staff would be great -- ones who are not paid by the industries (front groups)
destroying our environment.
Offering rebates for residents and companies to incorporate solar panels and other energy-saving
appliances, building materials, etc., would be something to consider.
23 days ago

Believe in the science
23 days ago
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Greenville and SC need to be solar and wind power friendly.
24 days ago

Cost benefit analysis needs to be performed for these initiatives for responsible use of tax payer
dollars.
25 days ago

Consider recycling glass.
25 days ago

The most serious climate change action that the city can address is the methane coming off of the old
city dump on Mauldin Road. This is a lot of talk and no action if the city doesn't do what it needs to do
to stop that methane. The second thing it can do is to conduct its own independent survey of all the
leaks from Piedmont Natural Gas system in the city as soon as possible (this technology exists today),
publish the results with total transparency, and require Piedmont Natural Gas to stop these methane
leaks on a schedule dictated by city ordinance, not by Piedmont's preference.
26 days ago

efficient public transport
26 days ago

Public transportation
26 days ago

Must be cost effective. Give aways prohibited
27 days ago

Leading by example
27 days ago
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.
27 days ago

PLANT TREES and native plants wherever possible!
27 days ago

Most of these questions lack nuance. Do I "believe" in climate change? Yes, but I think it is part of the
earth's natural fluctuation. Also most of these actions plans need pay fors with them. My support for
projects is based on the city plans on paying for the project.
28 days ago

Adopt regenerative practices with yard waste and composting to reduce municipal waste and reuse
usable waste in city gardens and parks
28 days ago

Action.
28 days ago

no comments
one month ago

And divest from fossil fuels please :)
one month ago

Approach energy reduction via green infrastructure strategies - for example further strengthen the
city's tree ordinance; and reduce heat island effect through expanded tree canopy in areas of the city
that lack adequate tree canopy - for example Sterling Neighborhood. If necessary, take control of state
roads to enable green infrastructure strategies to be implemented within the ROW.
one month ago
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Buy more electric buses!
one month ago

There is evidence suggesting that increasing forested areas and "carbon consuming" plant-life could
significantly pull a large percentage of carbon emissions out of the local atmosphere. I would love to
see something to that effect connected to the climate solutions for our city. For the overall health of the
community and disadvantaged populations, I feel like looking into these options would be more cost
effective overall than all of the emissions management changes suggested above.
one month ago

set up residential compost collection
one month ago

n/a
one month ago

While climate change is real threat, there's not much the city can do to meaningfully impact the climate.
It's gotta be done on the national and world scale for there to be any real impact. Please do not waste
the city resources on this.
one month ago

Let's get this job done!
one month ago

Address any polluting chemical waste, human waste run-offs, fine those involved & oversee corrections
one month ago

n/a
one month ago

N/A
one month ago
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Focus on the employment of BIPOC community members in these efforts, and make sure lower income
areas of the city have access to these changes, too.
one month ago

z
one month ago

I love the idea of solar but don't jump to solar too soon - do the research on perovskite cells. Current
solar panels are only about 20% efficient at turning sunlight into energy, so I'd hate to see the city go
solar on all it's facilities only to find out that in 5 years they have really outdated technology.
https://www.technologyreview.com/2021/06/29/1027451/perovskite-solar-panels-hype-commercialdebut/
one month ago

Eliminate Planned Development zoning; it is leading to large areas of clear cutting trees in
neighborhoods that cannot fight large developments (or have learned their voice does not matter). The
tree ordinance essentially exports replacement trees and the hotspots that are left are bad for the
environment and particularly harmful to neighbors’ (and residents’!) health. Establish a numerical rating
system so various commissions will have a better sense of existing neighborhood’s assessment is of a
proposed development.
one month ago

N/A
one month ago

Develop a renewable energy resource page for the city website that can help people find information
on programs(especially incentive programs to help offset construction costs) to add renewable energy
options at home.
one month ago

Help consumers find reliable Solar Energy suppliers (not Scammers)
one month ago
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Climate change is absolutely real. You should also urgently work on expanding the bus system to
become not just the greenville city bus but the "GSPAT" or something like that to include Greenville
Spartanburg Area transit and include all of the upstate metro area. A large problem of climate change is
people commute from one city to another for work, or school, but there is no alternative to driving
themselves. They are completely co-dependent on their own cars. This contributes to unavoidable CO2
emissions because there is no other alternative. It's just too far to reasonably bike from Simpsonville to
Greer on a daily basis.
Also, start requiring car chargers to be built in all new condo/apartment facilities and require they be
added as upgrades to existing apartment complexes. Why should i first have to own my home before
getting an electric car because none of the apartments in the area have car charging stations? It's
stupid.
one month ago

Make the laws and the process to be able to get solar energy easier for consumers and homeowners. It
feels like the local power companies try to make it hard for people to get solar and feels like they run a
monopoly.
one month ago

We must encourage using solar in our Area.
one month ago

These are all good things.
one month ago

See previous comment. But in short the only way Greenville will make any progress on climate impacts
is to publish a formal Climate Action Plan. It needs to be transparent and aspirational. It needs to be
action oriented with measurable indicators for success.
one month ago

Place emphasis on using less of all energy sources, and other resources such as water, creating less
food waste, etc. Also create incentives for this via carbon taxes, etc.
one month ago
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Climate change reactive plans are a false narrative and poor science. Trying to apply a 5, 10 or even 100
year change model to millions of years of climate variations is wrong. Look at your line of questioning,
it is ALL ECONOMIC to the benefit of incorrect climate change activists. Al Gore laughs at you and thank
you. Wake up.
one month ago

Work alongside current power companies, Duke, Blue Ridge, etc. to ensure cohesive partnership in
strategies with predicted outcomes that are advantageous to those companies and consumers.
one month ago

Climate change is a science, so belief does not apply.
one month ago

No additional moments
one month ago

I would reiterate the previous comments on looking at the balance of competing priorities and how the
city can show taxpayers where investments are spent and why that is serving the highest needs of
people, all
people at all income levels. I am watching my neighborhood transform into lots where homes are
expanded and trees are not replanted or homes are torn down and again lots are built with no space
for large trees. We bought our home because of the mature tree canopy but I believe we will see that all
but gone soon. I also recognize trees have a life expectancy and also experience disease but I do not
see any teeth in the recent work to change the pattern of Greenville’s development in neighborhoods.
one month ago
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Sustainability also includes minimizing waste and city should enact ordinances and adopt practices
geared toward reducing single use plastics and nonbiodegradable materials at retail and dining
establishments as well as city run facilities. Finally, City should initiate planting native trees and plants
along roadsides, waterways and runoff ditches where such has been removed or replaced over the
years, AND undertake the burial of electrical lines rather than the brutal pruning and removal of
overhanging trees and branches. The remaining tree canopy must be preserved, nurtured and
expanded immediately (consider Columbia waters all trees witin 5 feet of curb along every road in the
city and even allows land owners' options to choose from when time to replacce a sick or old tree, and
will undertake cultivating and planting trees that are 2-3 years old at no additional cost to landowners.
Greenville needs to make a similar investment in trees along all roadways and in every ditch - because
they very well may be the best protection we can buy to help mitigate the effects of climate change and
the inevitable extreme weather events it will undoubtedly bring.
one month ago

Address sustainability and environmental health of in town poorer communities
one month ago

In favor of staff person but ONLY if that staff person has some power and ability to actually have impact
-- must empower them
one month ago

transparency with carbon accounting
one month ago

It all sounds great and it will all take money to implement. But if you don't spend that money now, or
soon, the price we all pay will be higher in the very near future.
one month ago

o
one month ago
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Option g, plus we should pass a resolution calling for a national carbon fee and dividend which would
make all our sustainability efforts worthwhile financially as well!
one month ago

Introduce 'Green walls' as a common feature in the city.
one month ago

This survey has gotten much too long. These questions deserve some time and thought. I can’t give
more right and I want to submit what I have started. I hope you can get the participation you want and I
want to be part of the solution. I don’t think this much paper work will get you the results you are
looking for
one month ago

no other suggestion
one month ago

Is there any way to attract "green" companies to Greenville, i.e. make Greenville a Sustainability
Industry magnet city?
one month ago

add more power stations for e cars and promote use of e cars
one month ago

Plan for all electric public transportation.
one month ago

Shift the transportation focus from individual automobiles to mass transit. Use our locally built electric
buses, build a modern railroad station and promote rail travel for inter city travel. Expand the Swamp
Rabbit Trail and encourage bike use in lieu of petrol powered autos.
one month ago
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Although I strongly support any efforts to do the City's part to fight impacts or climate change, I
recognize that the City will be limited in its impacts and efforts within the County as large. However, it is
important that the City take a leadership role in hopes that surrounding communities will follow its
example.
one month ago

I do not believe energy audits at the city level (as opposed to a building audit) are worth doing. At the
city level it is better to just have a do it attitude to making sure our energy is renewable and converting
every fossil fuel use to electricity. Set a timeline and deadline.
one month ago

Develop building codes that require all electric buildings. Require Duke energy to convert to 100%
renewable energy for Greenville or loose the City at the next Franchise Agreement in 10 years. Legislate
increased EV charging infrastructure by incentives like leasing the rights to install electric charging
stations in the city.
one month ago

Mandate electric charging stations for public parking areas for EV drivers to promote sustainable
transportation.
one month ago

1. MAKE SOLAR ENERGY WAY LESS EXPENSIVE TO COMPANIES AND PLANTS! Making solar installation
difficult and so expensive that the ROI does not make business sense is IRRESPONSIBLE.
2. BRING COMPETITORS TO DUKE ENERGY.
3. Transform parking lots and public garage roofs into SOLAR ENERGY FARMS
4. Plat tall native trees on every parking lot and block the extra heat produced by concrete parking lots.
5. PROHIBIT HOA to prohibit the installation of solar panels on individual homes. This should be against
the law, as it bans individual freedom, and even a crime against human kind!!!!
one month ago

Increase funding for GreenLink.
one month ago
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Too many of our efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions are available mostly to upper income
people. We need to provide more opportunities for under-resourced people to participate and
recognize their effort’s publicly
one month ago

Provide incentives to home owners to invest in solar, wind, electric vehicles, carpooling and mass
transit.
one month ago

Word are nice but Greenville just approved adding two new banks across the street from each
other,with five banks already within two blocks, apartment high rises have destroyed the view of
downtown, and traffic is getting bad. Progress is not the same as sustainable community.
one month ago

Prioritize funding for dilapidated city community centers.
one month ago

How we respond to the present climate challenges and more importantly how we respond to prevent
further climate degradation is the defining challenge of our time.
one month ago

I would strongly support any initiative that helps implement best practices around sustainability.
EVERY survey shows public understanding and acknowledgment of this issue is only growing – i.e., swim
on the tide here. Opinions of the remaining ignorant are irrelevant.
one month ago
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* Transportation and mobility are integral to the sustainable development and
operations of a city. Sustainable transportation can reduce environmental impacts and
emissions, enhance economic growth, and improve social equity, access, and
engagement.
What initiatives would MOST help improve transportation and mobility in Greenville? Rate
the examples below based on your level of support for each item.

a. More electric vehicle charging stations
throughout the city

b. Enhanced transit system with more
bus stops, more frequent service, etc.

Do Not

Somewhat

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Neutral

Support

Support

4%

5%

17%

27%

47%

Neutral

Do Not

Somewhat

Support

Support

2%

4%

11%
Neutral

Do Not

Somewhat

Support

Support

2%

4%

9%

stops, electronic schedule displays,

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

lighting, and benches)

Support

Support

c. Improved bus stops (e.g., covered

d. Employer-based programs that

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

17%

66%

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

24%

60%

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

4%

5%

11%

24%

56%

encourage alternative transportation

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

such as incentives for biking to work

Support

Support

Support

Support

1%

4%

6%

16%

73%

and/or protected bike lanes and parking

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

stations)

Support

Support

Support

Support

8%

5%

11%

22%

55%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

and subsidized bus passes
e. Safer bicycle access (e.g., dedicated

f. Restricted or car-free zones in areas
like downtown Greenville
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Mostly

Strongly

Neutral

Support

Support

2%

6%

16%

76%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

5%

7%

23%

28%

37%

services such as vehicle-sharing

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

programs and driverless shuttles

Support

Support

Support

Support

4%

6%

19%

30%

42%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

4%

5%

10%

22%

58%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

1%

2%

9%

21%

67%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

8%

1%

60%

2%

28%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

g. More trails and greenways, including
extensions of the Swamp Rabbit Trail

h. New mobility technologies and

i. Increased micro-mobility options such
as bike-share programs and e-bikes

j. City fleet comprised of electric vehicles
and/or vehicles using alternative fuels

k. Flexible work hours and remote work
opportunities

l. Other (please specify)

Do Not

Somewhat

Support

Support

1%

237 respondents
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Make public transportation something that people can count on. Do well what you’re already supposed
to be doing—show up on time at each stop. Stop the stupidity of cancelling bus service in holidays. Do
you think no one needs to go anywhere on a holiday?
18 days ago

I already commented on ideas for public transportation.
19 days ago

Educate Greenville on how to share the road with bikes and pedestrians
19 days ago

Electric busses. Ie Proterra buses.
19 days ago

Education Scholarships for individuals enrolled in degree programs focused on renewable energies and
technology.
20 days ago

NA
20 days ago

Installing more roundabouts where possible, reducing idle times tremendously and helping to lower
greenhouse gas emissions.
21 days ago
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Most of this is outside the role of government. Review and decrease rules rules that limit innovation,
competition, and personal freedom. Let the good people of Greenville do their job.
Note: I moved to SC because it is known for personal freedom and personal responsibility. The trend in
every state is less of that, and more government bureaus trying to make us "safe." Please try to move
South Carolina against the trend. Thank you.
21 days ago

Car-free downtown sounds like a dream! No noise, larger outdoor dining options, more green space,
YES!
Affordable housing options on the swamp rabbit.
21 days ago

n/a
22 days ago

Some of these ideas may not be fully useful in the short term, but the need will be greater in the future,
especially with implementation of other sustainability measures. So investing in these measures now
has cost benefit.
22 days ago

More Ebikes!
22 days ago

You seem to feel more government control is good; ABSOLUTELY not!
22 days ago

The city needs more funds to operate the bus system and expand their hours. Please explore financial
options. I would support a tax increase. We need a better bus system for our city/county
23 days ago
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I highly urge the City to keep pedestrian and bike lanes separate. It's rough on both parties at Falls Park,
for example, where they are shared which I think is dangerous.
As for car-free zone area in downtown Greenville, I like parking on the side streets (McBee); so I'd like
traffic to be able to go back and forth on each side street on both sides of Main St. I rarely drive down
south/north Main St. itself.
23 days ago

Expand bus line to Greer
23 days ago

More city and county support and improvement of Greenlink.
24 days ago

For some of these initiatives to be effective (like bike-share) we need better infrastructure in place for
most people to feel safe using alternative routes of transportation.
25 days ago

Pedestrian safety as well as for bicyclists
26 days ago

this covers it, from what I can remember now.
26 days ago

Trolleys
26 days ago

public transportation
26 days ago
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Greenville CAN be an example for other cities.
27 days ago

.
27 days ago

More public transit, car free downtown
27 days ago

Use electric tools such as blowers and weed eaters. Bike lanes are next to traffic and should be isolated
where possible.
27 days ago

Install a moratorium on construction of high density projects until a plan for balancing construction
with equal amounts of greenspace: 1 A. of construction requires an equal 1 A. of green space.
27 days ago

Flexible work hours and remote work for who? City employees? Sure. But the city should have little to
no (mostly no) influence on the flexibility offered by private business.
28 days ago

Again, action.
28 days ago

no comments
one month ago
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Please expand the swamp rabbit trail to oak Grove lake. Its a huge pedestrian spot. Also please put a
decent walling path around oak Grove lake, to like playing dodge pedestrian every time we leave our
house
one month ago

Marketing to encourage transit ridership and other modes of transportation other than personal
vehicles.
one month ago

It seems that safe, public transportation would be very intertwined with combating gentrification,
access to work/schools/healthcare, and encouraging people to consider public transport over driving.
The current state of our public transportation seems to attract mostly those who are dependent on it
and who represent a specific demographic. It would be nice to see public transportation become more
utilized by more individuals who are more socioeconomically diverse. I would be interested to see the
economic impacts of expanded public transportation side by side with the environmental impacts. Of
all the things on this list, I think public transit attention would be one of the best ROIs.
one month ago

For some people, cars are a necessary evil to get out. I assume the above changes would have
exceptions for those who can't bike or take public transport, but because that wasn't specified I
selected only somewhat agree because I know people who's mobility requirements would be decreased
by those changes
one month ago

n/a
one month ago

Greenville is behind the tiimes.
one month ago

All good points
one month ago
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develop light rail that serves the suburbs going into Greenville. Some of the track is already there and
used for freight. Run trains between Atlanta and Charlotte on the existing Amtrak line.
one month ago

I would love to see a ban on cars within a certain radius of downtown Greenville, encouraging parking
and then walking/biking to destinations. At the parking lots if people have to drive into the city, there
should be bike share stations or a public transit option of some sort. Downtown should be primarily for
walkers and bikers.
one month ago

x
one month ago

Require zip cars, e-bike stations and electric changing stations in high density developments
one month ago

Close off Main Street to all car traffic from the Hyatt to the Poinsett Hotel.
one month ago

N/A
one month ago

Greenlink should aim to be operating 24/7/365 days out of the year by 2023. Late night service could
still have a strong entertainment district presence but should also look at service to industrial areas
especially during the beginning and end of 2nd shift & 3rd shift. This would help provide job
opportunities to communities that are currently underserved as well due to increased public transport
increasing their ability for reliable transportation.
one month ago

Finish Swamp Rabbit Extension
one month ago
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Driverless shuttles might be overly expensive and if a passenger is misbehaving it leaves other
passengers vulnerable. BUT I do think extending the bus system to include electric shuttles (Arrival
Manufacturers) and smaller number of passengers would make it more agile and could adjust to
seasonal and daily demands. This includes extending hours during bar closing times and after so that
downtown employees can take the bus home rather than pay parking garage fees out of their
minimum wage paychecks. Also, considering this town is so dog friendly usually, make sure dogs are
allowed on public transportation
one month ago

I would like to see the Swamp Rabbit Trail connect out to other cities like Greer, Simpsonville, and
Fountain Inn. Even out to Spartanburg. If built people would use these connections and would be more
physically active.
one month ago

I strongly support all of the above, however, I think the most important things the City can do to
increase the number of people choosing mobility options other than personal car travel are to: (1) put
more $$$ towards Greenlink and ped/bike projects; (2) change land use regulations to ensure denser
development in the City and align transit routes with that development; (3) expand affordable home
options in walkable locations; (4) reduce parking requirements; and (5) ensure safe ped/bike routes to
every school and neighborhood within one mile of one another.
one month ago

Varying work times and work at home options makes sense. We've seen that through covid.
one month ago

This needs to be done now.
one month ago

This is a horrible city for bike commuting and has very limited greenways or trail networks compared to
other similar sized cities. It can and should do more. If the city is connected with better bike
infrastructure and public transportation options, you cut emissions. I'd also suggest that almost the
entire length of Main St. through downtown be a pedestrian zone.
one month ago
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Greenville really needs more public transportation. The city and the county. There is also a need for
public transportation to other nearby cities. More bike routes while nice are not the answer for most
people.
one month ago

improved walkability of downtown.
one month ago

I would love to bike to work and other places more often. I'm fairly close to a Swamp Rabbit trail
connector, but unfortunately the roads I would have to bike on to get there are very busy roads with no
sidewalks or bike lanes. Maybe extensions of the Swamp Rabbit trail could include extensions of
sidewalks and bike lanes. It doesn't really make sense for me (and others) to load my bike onto my car,
drive 5 minutes to a parking lot, and then ride my bike somewhere and leave my car in that parking lot
all day. I live in the Berea/Furman area, but I know the sidewalk issue is prevalent in other areas of
Greenville as well!
one month ago

Address cycllists/auto traffic concerns on side roads in suburbs such as Travelers Rest that lead to the
Swamp Rabbit Trail. Cycling is appreciated for recreation but poses great dangers in certain areas and
at certain times of the day. Clearer signage at Swamp Rabbit Trail/main road crosswalks. I'd rather
appreciate someone who is cycling than feel inconvenienced by them.
one month ago

na
one month ago

NA
one month ago

NA
one month ago
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Incentive employers to offer more remote work and flexible start times to reduce traffic, congestion
and necessary road repairs.
one month ago

Please invest in improving public transit first and create diverse housing opportunities along it with an
emphasis on housing for people who cannot afford a vehicle due to their income being fixed or
extremely low. Please consider this before looking at futuristic ideas because people will still want to
eat, stay, and shop in jobs that do not pay a living wage. We must have the housing and transportation
options to ensure our future as a high and low wage community where jobs are dependent on each
other.
one month ago

increased walkability and connectivity of business districts to neighborhoods
one month ago

Create remote parking for city employees and downtown company employees with express bus
transfer from these remote parking to 3 - 4 stops downtown - similar to what LA did during the
Olympics
one month ago

Again, public education initiatives to help people understand that roads are infrastructure to be shared
by cars, bikes, and pedestrians; education of elected officials on sustainable transit opportunities; more
funding for projects and infrastructure like trails and greenways and ebike fleets (we live in such a
perfect climate!); incentives for City employees who bike or walk to work; campaigns for other
businesses to offer similar incentives to employees; recognition of businesses who encourage
alternative transportation methods;
one month ago

better integrate employee health care costs and options to lifestyle incentives, e. g., whole food, plantbased diets, walking, biking, yoga
one month ago
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o
one month ago

Train/light rail system between downtown and bus-linked parking garages outside of downtown that
could potentially link to a future Atlanta-Greenville-Charlotte rail line.
one month ago

no other suggestion
one month ago

the use of more electric vehicles for city use
one month ago

Encourage more ride sharing programs.
one month ago

Please look at the embarrassment of a railroad depot we have in "That Greenville". Work with AmTrack
to get better, timely, and reliable trains in and out of Greenville. As a user of local train connections, I
can tell you that choosing to use train in lieu of auto, bus, or plane is purely masochistic. We deserve
better, and travelers into Greenville deserve better and probably wonder how Greenville can be a "No 1
Destination" with such pitiful train service and shabby rail depot. Look at "Mult-modal transport" and in
addition to improving overall rail service, build a railroad line from downtown to GSP. Why make visitors
rent a car or take a limo from GSP to downtown? European and other continent rail service works - why
are we still in servitude to the oil companies and auto producers?
one month ago

Before biking can become a large scale transportation option, there needs to better education of
drivers and much better traffic enforcement. Greenville drivers do not respect red lights and the
problem is on the increase with little police attention. This makes walking and biking dangerous
options. Also, bicyclists need to be more respectful of laws and drivers. Although I support a city fleet
comprised of electric vehicles, this option is not feasible in every case, such as in ambulances, police
cars, and fire/rescue vehicles.
one month ago
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Light rail to high vehicular density shopping areas.
one month ago

1. Public transportation is not appealing to old-fashion white folks who believe they are "too clean" to
mix with others in a bus or train.
The City should target the open-minded part of the population (youth, etc) and advertise how clean and
easy it is to travel with public transportation. While parents may be against it, we need to find a way to
appeal to their teens, who are more open minded. Like for the education on the environmental issues
and recycling, the progress will come from the kids. If there are convenient bus schedules and clean
buses/stops nearby high schools, middle schools and key areas of recreation and soccer fields, parents
will quickly be convinced that their kids can safely go to activities or downtown without them being the
taxi driver. Also, it is easy to do homewor in a bus, if there is a little table at each seat like in trains.
2. Greenville being now a attractive city with much importance in the Carolinas, Greenville City should
actively work at bringing high speed trains from Washington DC, New York, Philadelphia, Charleston,
Chicago, etc. through the Carolinas. As the era of remote work is exploding, the train transportation is a
huge promise of wealth for the future, allowing anyone from a higher pay level coming to live in our
state. Not mentioning the ease of taking weekend off here if it is quick to get here.
one month ago

Moore park and ride options for downtown entertainment.
one month ago

In order to go for a walk, in the area we live in, we either have to get in the car and drive someplace else
or risk walking down Anderson Ridge with no sidewalks, just to find a place with sidewalks to go for a
walk. Anderson Ridge really needs sidewalks.
one month ago

We really need reliable public transportation.
one month ago

Safer walking routes in addition to bike infrastructure
one month ago
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Divert resources from downtown baseball stadium and proposed downtown conference center for
public transit and mobility options.
one month ago

No comment
one month ago

"more buses and more bus routes" – so many better, more modern solutions to real mobility issues
and I'm glad several are mentioned here.
Development patterns will be the largest long term reducer of # of trip miles traveled per capita. Kudos
to continue working on that!
I've always wondered if the city would be better off scrapping our entire bus network, and offering Lyft
/ Uber credits instead.
one month ago
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* Cities are dynamic communities that consume large amounts of materials and generate
large volumes of waste.
What initiatives would MOST help you and the City reduce how much waste is generated?
Rate the examples below based on your level of support for each item.

a. Purchase more sustainable products

Do Not

Somewhat

Support

Support

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

4%

4%

10%

38%

45%

and materials, such as products with

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

eco-certifications

Support

Support

Support

Support

b. Update purchasing policies to

2%

4%

7%

29%

58%

consider the "total" product life-cycle

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

cost, including production, shipping, and

Support

Support

Support

Support

5%

4%

17%

28%

47%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

4%

2%

7%

9%

78%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

4%

4%

11%

21%

60%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

2%

3%

5%

16%

74%

at City-sponsored festivals, celebrations,

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

and other community events

Support

Support

Support

Support

disposal of goods and services
c. Sponsor neighborhood or community
recycling challenges

d. Recycle glass (not currently accepted
by the City)

e. Collect and compost food waste

f. Reduce waste and increase recycling
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Mostly

Strongly

Neutral

Support

Support

3%

5%

18%

73%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

1%

1%

4%

14%

79%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

13%

4%

6%

13%

65%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

6%

4%

12%

26%

52%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

2%

3%

7%

20%

68%

materials by encouraging businesses

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

(and the City) to buy products made

Support

Support

Support

Support

8%

-

56%

3%

32%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

g. Recycle old electronic waste such as
TVs, computers, and phones

h. Increase recycling of construction and
demolition waste

i. Institute a ban or fee on single-use
plastic bags

j. Reduce paper consumption by
supporting paperless technologies

k. Ensure there is a market for recycled

Do Not

Somewhat

Support

Support

1%

with recycled content
l. Other (please specify below)

228 respondents
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Similar to the above reenvisioning of “the ‘total’ product life-cycle cost, including production, shipping,”
etc., do the same when determining which recycling services to offer. At the moment it seems to be
heavily weighted in the direction of recycling things that can generate income, or at least things that
aren’t too “expensive” to recycle. Think long term.
Fine people for not recycling. Get serious about it.
18 days ago

No one is ready for this, but ban the sale of bottled water. It comprises a sickeningly high percentage of
the plastic waste in the world. Get an idea—get a water bottle.
18 days ago

Develop a plan to reduce overall waste & consumption. Too much focus on recycling, not enough focus
on Reduce & Reuse
19 days ago

Already commented.
19 days ago

Before supporting a recycle program, make sure the item to be recycled is truely recycled, unlike most
plastics.
19 days ago

No comment
19 days ago

I strongly support a carbon tax.
20 days ago
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If Anderson can have manned recycling facilities for segregated glass and make money on it, SURELY
Greenville can!!!!
The City needs to finally STOP subsidizing waste pickup, charge consumers the actual cost of trash
services AND charge a tipping fee, which would encourage recycling vs allowing citizens to continue to
fill up 96 gallon garbage cans every week.
Families filling up 1-3 garbage cans a month are paying the same as citizens who roll their garbage bin
to the curb 4 x’s a year. This makes ZERO sense.
And it’s time for the City to approve the Draft Ordinance and BAN plastic bags!
20 days ago

Using biodegradable products at all city events, ie cups, plates, napkins, utensils, and encouraging the
restauranta in the city to do the same. By not by plastic and using plant based biodegradable products
we can greatly reduce the life cycle of those products.
21 days ago

You lag behind the private sector in every sustainability category. Please make an effort to catch up,
and don't slow them down from further improvement. Review and decrease rules rules that limit
innovation and competition.
Note: I moved to SC because it is known for personal freedom and personal responsibility. The trend in
every state is less of that, and more government bureaus trying to make us "safe." Please try to move
South Carolina against the trend. Thank you.
21 days ago

Rather than focusing on plastic bags or straws which have a potential for future reclamation, our
community would be better served to decrease our use of Styrofoam. This product does not degrade, is
easily contaminated, and takes up significant space in our landfills.
21 days ago
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Glass recycling has been proven by other municipalities to be non-cost-effective and an irresponsible
redirection of resources away from meaningful processes. I will not support this community moving
this way.
21 days ago

Please ban plastic bags!
I'd like to see more initiatives surrounding reduction of waste not just what to do with it afterwards
(recycle/compost/trash/etc). There is loads of unnecessary waste and many many opportunities to
tackle the problem at the source: over and unnecessary consumption.
21 days ago

n/a
22 days ago

Reduction of single-use materials is needed. I went the the Borderland Music and Arts Festival in East
Aurora, NY. They had a zero-waste initiative that was implemented with great success. For example, at
the end of a full day of music and people eating and drinking, there was not one single piece of trash
laying on the ground at the end of the event. Most of the food waste was composted. There are so
many examples of this kind of thing that can be used to improve our use of resources in everyday life
and at community events. These reduce the amount of resources needed, as reduces the amount of
energy/resources needed to deal with the waste. Lets be a leader in South Carolina and try to catch up
to other places in the nation that are already way ahead of us on this subject.
22 days ago

Recycle glass, please!
22 days ago

gotta say something here to go to next step; SORRY SURVEY DESIGN.
22 days ago
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I believe that recycling glass has GOT to be part of the recycling program. I paid a service to take mine
or took them to Target's recycling bin, as there was no way I was going to throw out even one glass
bottle. Glass can be recycled into countertops and all kinds of things. If SpaceX can put 4 civilians in
space for 3 days, the City can figure out a way to recycle glass.
Having been the national contact for plastic bottle and container recycling, I can't urge the City enough
to reduce waste as much as possible, and to encourage/reward any and all users to do so via many
tactics and strategies. Many folks even bring their own containers and mugs to fill with food, coffee, etc.
Single-use packaging has got to be greatly curbed. The list of what needs to be done -- and can be done
-- to reduce waste is a big one. Every single person can make a difference -- in their home, work
environment, outside, wherever.
I also would like to see a LOT more free recycling days/events.
Lastly, every shopper everywhere should be using reusable bags -- small or large. There is no need for
plastic bags, period. And using paper bags has its own issues.
I'm also hoping the use of bottled water at meetings/events, single-use cups/bowls and utensils (at least
those that aren't biodegradable or washable), etc., will be greatly curbed (and hopefully eliminated).
Having said that, unless items have oxygen, they won't degrade.
23 days ago

Goods should not only be made with recycled material but they also should in themselves be recyclable
ie. plastics
23 days ago

Recycle glass. Offer electronics collection and recycling more often.
24 days ago

I do like the competition/reward idea....equitable education up front will be important
25 days ago
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Institute a ban on Styrofoam take out boxes in downtown restaurants.
25 days ago

Use positive incentives, not negative penalties
26 days ago

don't know others
26 days ago

I worked as a server in the restaurant business for over 10 years and I've watched almost all of those
restaurants throw away so much food at the end of the night when that food could have been given to
employees or donated to shelters at the end of the day.
26 days ago

Reduce Reuse over recycling
26 days ago

Must be economically viable.
27 days ago

Glass recycling would be a good first step.
27 days ago

.
27 days ago

Pay people directly to conserve through reduced utility bills
27 days ago
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Recycling is expensive. Most "recycled" materials don't actually recycled because it is too expensive to
actually go through with it. Recycled materials end up in a landfill. My interest in supporting the
initiative comes with hesitancy to the actually efficacy of the initiative.
28 days ago

Begin a garbage/sanitation/recycling initiative that would measure volume and weight of everything
sent to the landfill and charge the homeowner accordingly. I have made a serious effort to decrease my
carbon footprint; I recycle almost everything (incl food waste, yard waste) and I produce so little
garbage that my huge garbage cart only gets hauled to the street once a month. I resent having to pay
the same fee as neighbors who typically fill 2 containers every week. My way saves landfill space and
money.
28 days ago

More action is good.
28 days ago

no comments
one month ago

Require and facilitate residential recycling for multi-family developments.
one month ago

Base waste collection fees on size/quantity of collection bins used by each household. I have seen other
cities offer 2 different size waste bins, with the current large size used by Greenville at a higher fee, and
a smaller bin for a reduced fee. This would encourage producing less waste.
one month ago

Institute recycling pick-up at businesses within the City.
one month ago
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We just moved down from NC and strongly support glass recycling as we had there.
one month ago

Recycling education would be key to this actually having an environmental impact--otherwise I fear
dollars would be wasted to simply "appear" environmentally friendly.
one month ago

Make bringing your own bags, cups, etc. Incentivize small businesses to start off low-waste rather than
revise policy after they develop a model.
one month ago

n/a
one month ago

all important ideas
one month ago

Ban single use plastics like cutlery and ban bottled water. Whoever thought that one up?
one month ago

Educate on how to compost.
one month ago

N/A
one month ago
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I think a bag cost of 20 cents per bag would be enough to encourage people to bring their own. I think
the banning of single use items often leaves disable people out of the equation. I don't think they
should be banned, but made available only upon request. All takeout packaging from restaurants
should be compostable, and every residence including apartment buildings should have access to a
compost service and recycling service. Right now apartments are left out of the equation. Landlords
should be obligated to provide those services to their tenants. Glass recycling should be offered in
addition to styrofoam and Tetrapak recycling. We should advocate at the national level for legislation
that requires the use of post-consumer recycled materials in the making of new products so that there
is actually a demand for recycled materials.
one month ago

Education about the reality of recycling and how it can be more effective for reducing waste and energy
use.
one month ago

Reintroduce sorted glass recycling and/or lobby for statewide bottle deposit laws.
one month ago

Heat sensitive paper is toxic. And people like Publix add on an extra foot of ads, surveys. Require
printing on both sides and cut down on the toxins.
one month ago

N/A
one month ago

Recycling initiatives in the schools
one month ago

I would be willing to pay a tax for recycling in the city if that meant I could recycle all items and that the
city would pick these items up via curbside.
one month ago
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Instead of banning or charging for plastic bags, make it easier to recycle and reuse plastic bags. I
support people choosing what bags to use themselves.
one month ago

We need to be able to recycle glass as well as other types of plastic. I can't even recycle my #6 yogurt
containers any more. Events should have recycle placed right next to garbage bins. Encourage
recycling. Downtown Greenville needs more recycle bins like Travelers Rest has.
one month ago

We need to be able to recycle glass as well as other types of plastic. I can't even recycle my #6 yogurt
containers any more. Events should have recycle placed right next to garbage bins. Encourage
recycling. Downtown Greenville needs more recycle bins like Travelers Rest has.
one month ago

Very much support.
one month ago

There is only a finite amount of land in Greenville so managing waste is critical. BAN SINGLE USE
PLASTIC. Require restaurants to use compostable takeaway containers. Provide residential composting.
Aspire to have Zero Waste events (e.g. Saturday Market). These actions are happening around the
world. It is possible.
one month ago

promote restaurants using washable cloth napkins, no plasticware, no paper plates, etc. at fast food
and other locations.
one month ago
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I think there needs to be better education about what can be recycled in Greenville county. The
guidelines vary based on where you live (city vs more rural areas), and it can be confusing for people.
Also, there's a fee for requesting a recycling bin for your home, whereas I feel it should be standard for
Greater Greenville Sanitation to provide both a recycling bin and a trash bin for residents. And the
glass! It's hard to encourage shoppers to move away from buying food in plastic containers if we are
stuck with all this glass and nowhere to put it.
one month ago

Remove restrictions. Limit population density, don't encourage it.
one month ago

Changes to the way people look at using recycled content and making sustainable choices must be
affordable, especially for restaurants. It must be made more convenient to want to contribute to the
sustainable change. So many people here have grown up and have a more traditional set of habits. We
have to make it worth their time and money on a personal level to see real change. Although it should
be enough that we will see a change in the planet over time, it unfortunately also needs to be
something that can be observed on a personal level.
one month ago

Plastic is not recyclable, so reduce reliance on plastic.
one month ago

I think making individuals feel responsible for climate change is deflection from corporations and the
understanding of their role in the issue.
one month ago

NA
one month ago

Increase plastic recycling for plastics other than #1 and #2. Most single-use plastics I see at my house
are #5. Discourage (fees/taxes) use of single-use plastic containers (not just plastic bags) that are not
made from recycled plastics.
one month ago
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Please consider the impact of these good suggestions for people who earn an income at or below the
poverty line. What do you see as the unintended consequences for people who are working in jobs that
do not pay a living wage?
one month ago

Uses taxes or other measures to incentivize businesses to reduce their waste.
one month ago

Chicago charges residents for every item/bag of trash needing to be picked up after the first bag... but
recycling is free. That seems like it might promote awareness of household waste and potentially curb
residents purchasing habits . REcyling glass isnt neccessary so long as the plastics and cardboard are
actually getting recycled and not trashed at facilities.
one month ago

Municipal expenditures more squarely focused on the long view of waste reduction.
one month ago

I kind of hate the addiction, for lack of a better term, to convenience consumption. We have a
throwaway culture; use it once, throw it away. I'd use my own cup for a coffee or a smoothie if I could.
Not sure what the solution is, I'm sure there regulatory issues involved in allowing someone to possibly
"use their own stuff", but you'll never know if it could work if you don't try.
one month ago

o
one month ago

Post pick-up schedules (and a map of nearby recycle collection sites) at the recycling collection locations
to reduce the dumping of recyclable garbage on the road/ground around collection locations that are
already at capacity.
one month ago
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More severe penalties for dumping trash in the City and parks, and more cameras to catch
perpetrators.
one month ago

Yes. Please beef up the recycling program and have more days where people can drop off hard to
recycle items. Dumping and littering has gotten so bad. Making recycling options more accessible
would definitely help. And seriously- glass recycling!
one month ago

no other suggestion
one month ago

encourage the use of paper straws
one month ago

We simply can't do "too much" in any effort to reduce waste and stop using land for waste disposal.
one month ago

HGIUG:G>HBV>JKB?>H
one month ago

Have incentives ($$) to entrepreneurs who want to start a recycling business.
one month ago

Incentives for restaurants to compost. Ban on Styrofoam food packaging and drink containers.
one month ago

Please provide glass recycling and reduce single use plastic waste.
one month ago

Wish there could be more incentives for recycling.
one month ago
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Extend recycling access to multifamily developments and/or add a recycling center south or east of
downtown
one month ago

None
one month ago

Give incentives for recycling/reuse of construction "waste" (such as when buildings are demolished or
renovated)
one month ago

No comment
one month ago

Have you heard of ReCraft (creative reuse center)? Could be a good partner for the city.
one month ago
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* Clean air and water are vital to our health, economic prosperity, and the environment.
When pollution degrades air or water quality, our quality of life, health, and natural
ecosystems suffer. Protecting our water and air resources is critical to maintaining highquality drinking water and air quality and keeping the cost of treatment low.
What are some strategies to improve water and air quality in Greenville? Rate the
examples below based on your level of support for each item.
Do Not

Somewhat

Support

Support

-

sediments, and litter entering streams
and rivers

3%

2%

4%

pesticide/herbicide applications on City

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

property and encourage the same for

Support

Support

a. Minimize the number of pollutants,

b. Reduce fertilizer and

Mostly

Strongly

Neutral

Support

Support

-

1%

8%

92%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Support

Support

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

11%

79%

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

private property
c. Utilize low-impact development

-

2%

2%

15%

81%

techniques to reduce stormwater runoff

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

and improve water quality (i.e., rain

Support

Support

Support

Support

6%

8%

12%

20%

55%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

-

1%

4%

17%

77%

the amount of irrigation and overall

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

maintenance required

Support

Support

Support

Support

gardens, retention ponds, bioswales)
d. Reduce water consumption with lowflow fixtures, showers, and toilets

e. Use landscaping practices that reduce
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Mostly

Strongly

Neutral

Support

Support

2%

10%

17%

64%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

7%

5%

11%

14%

63%

equipment such as mowers and leaf

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

blowers on City property and encourage

Support

Support

Support

Support

h. Limit burning inside the city limits on

3%

1%

8%

16%

72%

days with high ozone levels or poor air

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

quality

Support

Support

Support

Support

9%

1%

63%

1%

27%

Do Not

Somewhat

Neutral

Mostly

Strongly

Support

Support

Support

Support

f. Decrease reliance on personal
automobiles

g. Reduce the use of gas-powered lawn

Do Not

Somewhat

Support

Support

7%

the same for private property

i. Other (please specify below)

225 respondents
Publish statistics on the levels of contaminants in our groundwater. Legislate bans on the use of
chemicals that are contaminating our groundwater. We know what to do. We just don’t have the
political will to do it if it ruffles the feathers of businesses.
18 days ago

Fees &/or fines for non-compliance by private companies that continue to pollute. Hold private
corporations accountable for the pollution that that they create
19 days ago
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Yes, my husband works for Ryobi (TTI) in Anderson. They make battery powered lawn equipment. I’m
sure there is a partnership opportunity there! I love our battery powered zero turn mower!
19 days ago

Ban any burning in the city.
19 days ago

Have electric lawn mowers for city.
19 days ago

For the previous set of questions, I believe it is also really important to audit and understand the "eco"
friendly product and make sure that they are not just using it is a marketing ploy. The products should
be truly eco-friendly.
20 days ago

NA
20 days ago

Remove fallen trees in our woods on city property and ask commercial and private to do the same.
Decaying trees release more carbon than all the cars.
21 days ago

Again, you lag the private sector in all these areas. Please emulate the companies and organizations
that are doing things well. Clean up your own house, and don't inhibit others from doing even better.
Review and decrease rules rules that limit innovation and competition.
Note: I moved to SC because it is known for personal freedom and personal responsibility. The trend in
every state is less of that, and more government bureaus trying to make us "safe." Please try to move
South Carolina against the trend. Thank you.
21 days ago
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The city simply needs to enforce existing laws to stop contractors, building companies, and utilities
from dumping cement, concrete, and red mud into storm drains. A contractor found doing these
practices should be barred from the city and large direct fines should be imposed. If you would ever
take enforcement of existing laws seriously, the water would be much cleaner. For example, when a
vandal dumped dye into the Reedy River a couple of years ago, local law enforcement called this a
"prank" rather than a serious crime or a felony. And the city has taken no apparent action to penalize
construction companies that dump into storm
22 days ago

These are all examples of low-hanging fruit that can be easily implemented. Lets do this!
22 days ago

More parks
22 days ago

It's still the "more government" approach with which I disagree.
22 days ago
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My neighbor put on a biohazard suit TWICE within a couple weeks and sprayed his yard with pesticides.
That should be illegal.
Perhaps offer rebates on products that would result in using less water and/or improving water quality
-- residential and commercial.
Many of my neighbors use lawn equipment that was charged first vs being powered by gas. Happy to
see that. There should be incentives and/or rebates for this.
Burning -- especially on residential properties -- should be banned with large fines.
PLEASE CONSIDER BANNING ALL FIREWORKS EXCEPT CITY EVENT-APPROVED .... AND SWITCH TO
"QUIET/SILENT" FIREWORKS. You can google what Banff, Canada, did to save wildlife, other animals,
and humans. I know that the City changed the time that fireworks can be set off, but it sure didn't help.
Fireworks GREATLY affect citizens' rights to peace, especially peaceful evenings. And fireworks are
HIGHLY detrimental and dangerous, as the City Council knows. Current and future fireworks laws
should be enforced. Fireworks are truly maddening in City limits. I would even ask that the City put out
a survey asking residents: 1. Would you like a complete ban on residential fireworks (except, maybe like
NYS allows, only sparklers? 2. Would you support any city-approved fireworks at large events moving
from loud/noisy fireworks to silent/quiet fireworks to save wildlife, pets, shelter animals, farmed
animals, veterans, people with heart problems or dementia, your house from a potential fire, and the
environment?
23 days ago

Noise and light pollution should also be considered
23 days ago

Educate citizens about the importance of keeping storm drains clear and proper placement of yard
debris (also keeping it out of bike lanes)
25 days ago
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NA
26 days ago

Fhhdhh
27 days ago

Encourage new driveways built with permeability as opposed to more asphalt and cement -contributing
to flash flooding.
27 days ago

.
27 days ago

Stop the use of retention ponds which are necessary because too much of the ground surface is made
impervious with construction. Require pervious materials for driveways.
27 days ago

The city is welcome to take measures to reduce gas-powered vehicles and equipment for their own use,
provided you can produce how they will be paid for without increasing taxes on those in the city. But
those decisions should be for the city corporation, but should not be an expectation for private
businesses or citizens.
28 days ago

Decrease the ratio of impervious surface substances in the city; establish a serious tree ordinance; stop
letting developers get away with murder of land and trees!
28 days ago

no comments
one month ago
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Develop and implement a cohesive and comprehensive green infrastructure plan for the city before we
have even less vacant land available to support an interconnected system to improve resiliency especially with to mitigate increased flooding and other impacts of climate change.
one month ago

Plant pollinators gardens, educate people about creating them, ask schools to tell parents in the car
line to turn their engines off while waiting.
one month ago

IMO educational programs, beginning in schools, aids in understanding the effect of pesticides on our
lakes & rivers. Everyone here seems so proud of Falls Park & the Reedy River - I think people would
support sustainability practices if they understood the direct impact they have on the nature around
them.
one month ago

one month ago

Focus on regulating corporations with these inatives, not individuals.
one month ago

n/a
one month ago

yes to all of these.
one month ago

Done
one month ago
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Provide incentives for businesses who recycle their water (condensate from HVAC systems to be used
for cooling towers). Give more opportunities for businesses who care for the environment and the
safety of their employees.
one month ago

n/a
one month ago

Encourage the use of sustainable landscaping. For example, residences that prove they have a
sustainable landscaping (like rock gardens, rain gardens, etc) instead of lawns might get a tax cut. On
that topic, maybe implement tax cuts for houses that use solar for energy for example.
one month ago

Prohibit gas-powered blowers and trimmers within city limits.
one month ago

Plant native plants. Eliminate invasive. Do something to recycle plants removed from Falls Park because
their season has past.
one month ago

great ideas!
one month ago

Don't allow builders to completely remove all trees from building site(s). Try to plan ahead to leave
existing trees.
one month ago

N/A
one month ago

A lot of these initiatives are costly- phase in as equipment ages
one month ago
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Plant trees everywhere that has a spot to help with the air quality. It seems too many areas are cleared
off for homes and businesses but we really need the trees to be around.
one month ago

None
one month ago

Need to be done right away.
one month ago

none
one month ago

There should be more regulations concerning the use of fertilizer on private property. I don't know
what that would look like, but maybe there could be incentives for residents who implement
alternatives to grass lawns - like vegetable gardens, pollinator gardens, or using gravel, mulch, and
native grasses to protect the soil rather than traditional lawn grass.
one month ago

Use or create buying power to reduce cost of using sustainable products. Provide an incentive for
people to transition to electric vehicles which are much more expensive. Teach people how to use new
techniques. Although I want all of the above, I only see dollar signs and hope that it can be mitigated by
smart decision-making and strategy.
one month ago

na
one month ago

While many of these solutions seem like a good idea, I have currently found no way to prevent poison
ivy, black widow spiders, hornets, and other pests that would send me or my child to urgent care
without herbicides and pesticides. Human safety needs to be number 1 priority, even above
sustainability.
one month ago
https://publicinput.com/Reporting/ReportPreview/11837?embeddedreport=False

105/126

10/13/21, 1:04 PM

City of Greenville, SC - Report Creation

NA
one month ago

More trashcans to reduce littering
one month ago

How could you lift up the many people utilizing Greenlink today or walking to work as you implement
these suggestions here? How can schools who lack enough bus drivers and encourage car drop off
work in partnership with the city to reduce emissions in car lines every day that schools are open?
Greenville County Schools represent more people than the City of Greenville, add the staff, plus parents
and you are impacting 100,000 people who may travel inside the city every day.
one month ago

Almost All my answers are in the strongly support category because these are excellent ideas. As a
senior citizen I have been a strong supporter of sustainability my entire life. However, citizens only
support things that directly impact their lives and or pocketbooks. Sustainability is THE most important
and critical component of our lives. I applaud you for working on this effort. It is slow to educate, but all
these ways will raise the level of education and awareness. Thank you for these efforts. I will be
anticipating progress!
one month ago

public/private partnerships that put emphasis on sustainable practices
one month ago

Find other ways to use materials that would have been burnt
one month ago

Find other ways than burning to get rid of materials
one month ago

Again, lead by example...perhaps news stories profiling g city leaders using their electric lawn mowers
at home and city employees using electric landscaping tools on the job
one month ago
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electric vehicles for bus, police, fire, garbage trucks
one month ago

Yes to all of these. More environmental programs and outreach/education please!
one month ago

no other suggestion
one month ago

purchase more equipment that is eco friendly
one month ago

eliminate usage of plastic straws. Or require/encourage businesses to ask before providing straws.
one month ago

Look back at PL 92-500 and realize that we keep crippling our clean air and water progress by varying
levels of competence in our elected leaders. Put teeth back in out Federal laws and do not reelect those
who would rather get reelected than to honestly serve. Climate change is not a hoax, clean air and
water is not an accident, and we're the luckiest of most everyone else in that we own out watershed
and have access to Hartwell, Keowee, Jocassee, etc. Why take our blessings for granted?
one month ago

Enforce the tree ordinance. Require development to have 30% greenspace.
one month ago
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1. Make round-up and similar products, prohibited in the zone. It would be a strong wake-up call to all
the folks who believe it is OK to use these devastating products which kill our rivers, ponds, and insects
population.
2. Create a law that prohibits pest elimination businesses, to call their companies or describe their
business in such a way that conveys the idea that it is fun, a game, a war against nature, and okay. Like
"exterminators", pest extermination", etc. Yes, they are actually exterminating life on Earth. Also, it
should be now required that the word "Pests" is prohibited for such advertising, and replaced with the
truth of what it is about: "Native insects extermination", "Food for other wild life beings elimination"
etc.
3. Educate on the terrible impact of turf and green lawns to the environment (pesticides, growth
chemicals, watering, mowing -which release all the CO2 contains in the grass in the atmosphere every
time we mow the grass), and incentive private owners and golf courses to use native weeds instead
(which by the way remain green all year around, because the composition of the native lawn changes
with the time of the year, to the right adapted plant mix).
one month ago

Campaigns to educate public to reduce idling and AC use in their cars. Encourage people to open their
windows and enjoy the fresh air rather than running their air conditioners 12 months of the year with
their windows closed.Wind blown hair is beautiful! I know so many people who won’t open their car
windows because they don’t want their hair to get messed up.
Idling in carpool lines and drive-through lines adversely affect air quality
one month ago

Only two people on my street recycle,no incentives and big blue bins hard for seniors to use.
one month ago

Limit and/or ban fireworks at Drive games.
one month ago
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Utilize native materials, rain gardens, etc, in public spaces and give incentives or require private
development to do the same
one month ago

No comment
one month ago

Please enter your address to identify the area where you live. Note: exact locations are
not collected.
Toggle Clustering
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* Do you work in the City of Greenville?

48% Yes

52% No

227 respondents
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Including yourself, how many people live in your household?
7% 5 or more
10% 3

45% 2
18% 1

19% 4
226 respondents
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What is your age?
21% 36-45
18% 46-55
18% 56-65
16% 66-75
16% 26-35
7% Over 75
5% Others

230 respondents
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What is your race/ethnicity?
85%

White

10%

I prefer not to answer

24 

2%

Black or African-American

5 

2%

Other

5 

1%

Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish

3 

1%

Asian

2 

0%

American Indian or Alaska Native

1 

0%

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

1 

196 

230 Respondents
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What is your total household income?
27% $125,000 to $200,000
26% $75,000 to $125,000
20% $200,000 or more
15% $50,000 to $75,000
8% $25,000 to $50,000
5% Under $25,000

215 respondents
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Please use this space to share any comments or suggestions regarding sustainability in
the city of Greenville.
Prioritize sustainability.
18 days ago

We live in Greer and Also own a property in the North Main neighborhood downtown. Even if half these
ideas are implemented we will be in such a better place as a city and community.
19 days ago

Sustainability is no longer a choice. It must be required.
19 days ago

These efforts are a priority for me. I am a leader for a large group of people and regularly make hiring,
purchasing, and general business decisions. If there is an option for me to make choices that support
people, communities, businesses, and local governments that make environmental and climate-friendly
decisions, I will always lean in that direction.
20 days ago

My organization, Statistics Without Borders, can provide free help for any future surveys you conduct. I
can immediately see some ways that I think this survey could have been improved.
20 days ago
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Thanks for taking this huge step. Great job city of Greenville for looking to make some changes.
21 days ago

Greenville is a fantastic city to live in, as many national "Top 10..." lists can verify. There are two things
that can improve on this reputation:
1. You do a poor job at sustainability compared to small businesses in Greenville. Learn from them, try
to catch up, and don't get in their way to become even better. Try not to "help" by throwing up
roadblocks, as other cities are wont to do.
2. Google "dearth of carbon." We need more CO2 in the atmosphere to feed plants and by extension,
people. The CO2 "crisis" is to distract us from real problems. You will have to keep quiet about it, but
rejoice when city greenspaces are healthier due in part to rising CO2 levels.
21 days ago

This all feels very overdue with the urgency of climate change, but I hope there is money, passion and
authority to take big action and make this city so much better! Often times sustainable decisions can be
unpopular at first, but our city (especially those who can't even do this survey) need you! Thank you!
21 days ago

Just a note that I lived in Greenville for 24 years prior to moving to Travelers Rest 3 years ago.
22 days ago

I greatly appreciate any sustainability efforts. It is hard to address climate change without leading our
citizens in the right direction.
23 days ago

Please see all my comments. NOTE that I forgot to choose "Other" in some of the tabbed sections,
although I did comment.
23 days ago
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Total household income: Mine is zero. I'm retired. I have no pension and will not get Social Security until
I reach the age to be able to do so. There is no selection above for this.
23 days ago

No political appointees. Positions must be fully educated in the field of environmental impact and
sustainability. Programs should be fully funded.
23 days ago

MORE TREES, LESS APARTMENTS!!
25 days ago

Thank you for soliciting our opinion!
25 days ago

I am very glad we're making this an initiative! I would love to see a ban on single use plastic bags. Also I
think all food from city sporting events could be composted.
25 days ago

Thanks for addressing the subject of sustainability
26 days ago

Thanks for collecting and using this information!
26 days ago
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Thank you for taking on this very important topic! This is an investment in our future and our children's
future, and we need to take further steps to create sustainability. My answers to this survey have
intended to figure out what is the most "bang for our buck" in reducing waste and pollution - I want us
to do what works! I think pulling together an effective study group is the vital first step - visit other cities
who have had success making changes and apply it here. Thanks again for the chance to comment!
26 days ago

Vitally important for our children
26 days ago

In the long run unless we live together we’ll truly not get together. A thoroughly diverse community is a
very complex issue. But, there have to be answers, and there’s a serious dearth of ideas and attempts
to address the matter.
27 days ago

There were no cost estimates for these initiatives. I support these initiatives only if there is reasonable
reward for reasonable cost
27 days ago

Thank everyone involved for this effort
27 days ago

I am skeptical of this accomplishing anything of value or permanence. The city is constantly doing these
studies and they never have amounted to a great deal because they are not sustained. It would be a
nice surprise if this turned out differently.
27 days ago
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Return to recycling glass, retain and increase our tree canopy to help with pollutants, air quality and
keeping homes cool. Offer energy use improvements surveys for homes and businesses with
recommendations for improvments.
28 days ago

Let's get the show on the road. The world is not in a good climate place right now. And it is going
downhill fast.
28 days ago

I have personally been dreaming of a sustainable future ever since I was a kid, and frankly, Greenville
actually pushing towards being environmentally conscious and sustainable would be a dream come
true and it'd make me proud to live here. So thank you for conducting this survey and making the
effort!! Best wishes x
one month ago

We need a strong focus on working with the land and our natural assets to support improved resiliency
in the face of climate change.
one month ago

I manage the community garden program for Greenville County Rec and field a lot of interest in
composting. In Michigan our town included a compostables cart with our rolling trash and recycling
carts and it was a huge hit. While we home compost, many do not have the option or know how to do
so and the only local service to pick up home compostables has a financial barrier for many residents.
The city generated compost could be used in landscaping or given away to community members.
We also get many equestrian for community gardens within the city of Greenville. Community gardens
within city parks would be wonderful for recreation and biodiversity. However they do not address food
insecurity or food deserts. We need grocery stores that are easily accessible through cheap or free
public transportation and jobs with fair wages so people have money to spend in those stores.
Research has shown these things necessary to actually address good deserts.
one month ago
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Education has to go beyond "don't litter" etc. It has to be about cutting back on unneccessary waste
and carbon emissions in all areas of our lives. You also need to talk about the benefits for people using
less power and gas will save them money. Supporting federal legislation is essential especially with the
threat of climate change and what it could cost the economy in weather disaster clean-up and recovery,
flooding and air pollution. We need help and money at the federal level but members of Congress will
not act until they hear from leaders in the community. The mayor and council need to be leaders on
this.
one month ago

Thank you for doing this! We need more attention to sustainability. Greenville can and should be a
leader in such practices. Clean air and water and contributing positive approaches to addressing the
climate crisis are cheaper in the long run. Not to mention the only moral choice.
a , less expensive
one month ago

First of all, I am so glad the city is working on this and would love to help/be involved as it progresses
(I'll be on the lookout for opportunities). I have two other thoughts I'd love to share... (1) I think it would
be so cool to see Greenville be a mentor to more rural communities when it comes to sustainability. (2)
I have recently become more involved in foster-parenting and know that often is a thing that can seem
like an issue of "privilege." I would love to see efforts taken to develop simple, affordable, and practical
solutions for sustainability that are accessible to all. I want to be able to tell my foster kids that there
are things they can do to make the world better in these ways without having to be able to afford
electric cars.
one month ago

Thanks for the info.
one month ago

Incredibly well thought-out survey questions.
one month ago
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We need to promote recycling at all events and educate people on why we should recycle, how, and
where. Educate on composting and all things the environment.
one month ago

Sustainability has to happen through legislation, education, and providing the resources for individuals
to take action. We also need to focus on reducing the number of animal products consumed in this city,
perhaps through giving restaurants tax incentives for creating more vegan menu items, reducing the
animal product options on their menus, and veganizing school lunches and breakfasts offered in public
schools. Animal agriculture is among the top contributors to climate change. To ignore it in the effort to
be more sustainable would be to miss the mark.
one month ago

Awesome ideas! I’m looking forward to learning how I can help make these happen. There is no time to
waste in making our community greener and more resilient.
one month ago

Good luck!
one month ago

Thank you for working on this! Very important for our future.
one month ago

I love Greenville and think that government (especially the City) is doing a great job. Unfortunately the
same cannot be said for the County . . . We are growing so fast and we need to continue to work hard at
all the items that were listed!
one month ago

Recycle bins next to garbage like they have in Travelers Rest in downtown Greenville. The few we have
are not enough.
one month ago
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Need to promote recycling : install recycling trash cans all over the city. Educate people about littering
and limiting the use of single use plastic : organize a campaign, events in schools so the new generation
is educated to sustainability.
one month ago

A plan is only as good as the measurable outcomes.
one month ago

I love that this initiative exists and I hope it really takes off! There are so many people in Greenville who
are concerned about sustainability and don't necessarily know how to help.
one month ago

Focus on building a strong communication and technology infrastructure. Minimize restrictions to
freedoms of the tax paying and funding sources. Put your own money to pay for your plans.
one month ago

Hope to see this effort expanded into the county!!
one month ago
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Imposing expensive regulations to the City and it's residents is detrimental to the low and middle class
who can't afford converting from fuel to electric. Mandating things like electric mowers/trimmers etc on
residents could be impossible for middle and lower income residents to abide by. Electric isn't as clean
as it's made out to be since its not all derived from Hydro and solar. Changing over the city's fleet from
gas to elect is expensive which will mean higher taxes to cover the bill. gradual transition of fleet with
any federal funding or manufacturer incentives is a better solution.
Education is the best way to get people to understand the impact of their actions and get them to
independently change their habits. Recycling of glass, electronics, used oil (vehicle and cooking) should
be available and encouraged for residents.
New commercial buildings, multi family homes, subdivisions, communities, etc. should be LEED
certified and those developers should be contributing to the infrastructure of the area and
designing/building with the least impact to infrastructure and environment.
History has shown us that the climate changes/fluctuates. The USA adheres to regulations to reduce
emissions and conserve energy. Many countries throughout the world do not adhere. The USA could
reduce emissions to zero but the impact of those other countries will null the result. The better
approach is to have manufacturers compete for more energy efficient and lower emission products.
Get away from China! Pushing Solar in the current environment will mean China has another way to
control the US and another reason to feed money into Afghanistan for their titanium and other
minerals.
one month ago

Please encourage developers to place electric charging stations in new developments. We live at McBee
Station condoes and there is no charging station and I would love to buy an electric car but cannot. I'm
sure others are in similar positions as we are. Also, spend money on poice enforcing speed limits as this
will help cut down on gasoline use. Thanks.
one month ago

Thank you for sharing this survey. It would be good to utilize tools like this to remind people of who has
always been impacted by poor environmental conditions the most and why changing our direction is
critical to serving everyone. I believe education is key.
one month ago

Please continue these efforts…..
one month ago
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Yes, please
one month ago

Providing training regarding diversity, equity, inclusion, or even CRT to the general public, but especially
those holding governmental positions, law enforcement, and hospitals.
one month ago

Thé questionnaire is thorough and thoughtful and all of these measures should be implemented ASAP.
one month ago

So happy to take this survey! Think we need to do work on changing hearts and minds toward this
issue, hence my comments about public education and educating the elected officials making
decisions.
one month ago

May the God's of sustainability be with you.
one month ago

I think the city is making great strides. I currently work in Grenville but live in Simpsonville. I would
definitely consider moving to Greenville though for the better yard waste, recycling, and composting
programs, plus the Swamp Rabbit Trail of course. The city is making great strides (unlike the county). I
wish we could somehow channel the sustainability energy of Greenville into SC and USA as a whole.
Would a city resolution urging state and federal action on climate change help convince our reps this is
important to us?
one month ago

Native plants, less Roundup, better sewer systems/drainage of streets in older neighborhoods.
one month ago

Please see my previous comment.
one month ago
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The city should lead the way on e powered equipment and vehicles
one month ago

Paraphrasing Chief Joseph (I think): Only when the last tree is cut, the last river has been poisoned, the
last fish has been caught will the white man learn that you can't eat money". Not an exact quote, but
instructive, and should be part of every citizen's, businesses', and corporation's Mission Statement.
one month ago

Even though I do not live or work in Greenville, I believe this is an oversight. Greenville is my City! It's
where I shop, go to restaurants, visit my Doctor and Dentist, pay for parking.
one month ago

Greenville City should not and cannot discount the fact that we are becoming a prominent city in the
Carolinas and even in the South East, and accordingly, should powerfully change to better practices, as
we will surely be watched by all, and used as role models whenever possible. If our City was an
unknown anonymous city, our impact would be less. But WE ARE NOT, and less and less of it even (and
thank you to the City team for this beautiful transformation over the past 2-3 decades). So, let's do it.
Note: I realized after the fact that some questions had the answer "strongly agree" followed by another
answer . I meant Strongly agree.
one month ago

This was a beautifully designed and encyclopedic survey. Thanks for all the work you have done.
one month ago

Please encourage community involvement and input like these questionnaires!
one month ago

Do better!
one month ago
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